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The 2024-2025 Annual Review showcases 
Queensland Community Foundation (QCF), 
highlighting our Trustee, sponsors, donors, 
and supporters. This document serves 
as both an informative and inspirational 
resource for Queenslanders who are eager 
to contribute to local charities, now and for 
generations to come.

Within this review, you will find a concise 
financial overview that sheds light on QCF’s 
impactful stories, the recipients of our grants, 
and our efforts to promote philanthropy 
throughout the state. It also details our 
investment strategy, financial performance, 
growth, and funding sources.

As a registered entity with the Australian 
Charities and Not-for-profits Commission 
(ACNC), QCF operates as a Public 
Ancillary Fund, dedicated exclusively to 
supporting deductible gift entities that 
are not ancillary funds. In line with ACNC 
reporting requirements, QCF submits an 
Annual Information Statement (AIS) and a 
comprehensive annual financial report.

QCF acknowledges the Traditional Owners 
of the lands, waters and sky where we work 
and live. We pay our respects to their Elders 
and Ancestors and celebrate this place as 
the home of the longest continuous cultures      
on Earth.
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About QCF working 
alongside Queensland Gives 
in our Philanthropic Journey

Queensland Community Foundation

Established in 1997 by The Honourable Mike Ahern 
AO, Queensland Community Foundation (QCF) is 
Queensland’s only state-wide community foundation 
and charitable trust. With more than $170 million 
under stewardship, QCF exists to safeguard and 
grow philanthropy so it can deliver lasting benefit 
to communities across the state, now and for 
generations to come. 

QCF comprises a General Fund and more than 
272 sub-funds created by individuals, families, 
organisations and government agencies. We ensure 
donors’ giving reflects what they care about most and 
that their intent is honoured over the long term.

 QCF’s distinctive model of perpetual giving turns 
generosity into an enduring legacy. Donations are 

invested into the Australian Foundation for Charitable 
Trust of which QIC is the Investment Manager. 
The income generated is distributed annually to 
Queensland charities, creating a reliable, recurring 
funding stream that strengthens communities 
statewide. In 2026, QCF will distribute more than $7.2 
million to over 300 Queensland charities. 

As Trustee, Queensland Public Trustee (QPT) holds 
the fiducial obligations for the Trust and provides 
governance and compliance, supporting the 
confidence donors place in QCF as a stable, well-
governed vehicle for their giving. 

QCF makes it easy to establish a cost-effective 
philanthropic fund that keeps giving. 

Queensland Gives Ltd

Queensland Gives Ltd (QG) is a separate entity to 
QCF and operates as a company limited by guarantee.  
Established in 2010 by QCF’s then Founding 
Sponsors, QIC, Anglo American and the QPT, QG 
was created to deliver administrative support to 
QCF, including grants process management, donor 
stewardship, fundraising, as well as media, events and 
marketing. 

QG administration costs are partially offset through 
the support of sponsors QIC and Minderoo - meaning 
more of every gift can go toward creating lasting 
impact for Queenslanders. 

QG is governed by a separate Board of Directors and 
membership structure.

Relationship described through differing but 
complementary roles

QG and QCF share one philanthropic mission, to 
grow philanthropy in Queensland and to increase 
the impact of the trust.  QG inspires, nurtures and 
activates generosity and philanthropy across the 
state, while QCF safeguards, grows and distributes 
the funds to deliver lasting community impact for 
Queenslanders.

QG leads and nurtures ongoing donor engagement 
and philanthropy initiatives. QCF provides 
governance, investment and long-term fund 
stewardship, ensuring perpetual, generational impact.

 2025 Photo Challenge, Shuan Wapit
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Community

As Queensland’s only state-wide community 
foundation, QCF strives to promote social cohesion 
now and into the future.

Resourceful

QCF pledges to invest every dollar donated. The 
operations of the Foundation are partially funded 
through corporate sponsorships and relationships. 

Sustainable

Ensuring the growth of the trust through prudent 
investment and active bequest and donor programs.

Secure

The stewardship of the Public Trustee of Queensland 
provides integrity and security.

Objectives

	ȫ Be a leader in community giving 		         
and philanthropy

	ȫ Be a trusted source of funding for 		         
Queensland charities

	ȫ Grow and strengthen our 		         
partnerships

	ȫ Be an agile organisation that 		         
responds to community needs

To lead 
community giving 
in Queensland

To benefit all Queenslanders by building, 
encouraging and celebrating community giving

Our role and purpose

Our values

Our vision

Charity beneficiary 2024-25 Distribution

Cancer Council Queensland $540,881.81

RSPCA Queensland Incorporated $390,914.12

Council of QLD Institute of Medical Research (QIMR) $317,752.95

The Trustee for The Salvation Army Social Work QLD $274,776.78

Prince Charles Hospital Foundation $160,897.70

Guide Dogs Queensland $160,619.72

National Heart Foundation of Australia $142,159.76

Blue Care $135,770.54

Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland $102,979.88

Royal Flying Doctor Service of Australia (QLD Sect) $100,701.32

QCF Impact
Top ten charitable distributions

 2025 Photo Challenge, Wilderness Society
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About QCF

Established in 1997 by The Honourable Mike Ahern 
AO, QCF operates as a perpetual charitable trust. 
Our foundation was created under a trust deed with 
the mission to alleviate poverty, promote education 
and religion, and support initiatives that benefit the 
community.

We collaborate closely with donors to foster 
meaningful, long-term impacts for the charities and 
causes they wish to champion. All donated funds 
are invested in perpetuity, ensuring sustainable 
benefits and allowing donors to direct income to their 
chosen causes. As an umbrella trust, we manage 
all compliance, due diligence, and administrative 
responsibilities, enabling donors to “set and forget,” 
secure in the knowledge that their contributions will 
continue to make a difference for Queenslanders long 
into the future.

Over $159M
of managed funds in QCF corpus 

$49.7M 
in QCF charitable distributions and 

grants paid out since inception

Over $5.6M
distributed to charitable organisations 

Over $1.4M
of Welford Sustainable Futures Fund,        

The Maureen Stevenson Gift Fund,              
and The First Nations Community Fund

Over 690
charities across Queensland have 

been supported by QCF to date

 2025 Photo Challenge, Lady Bird 
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Year in review

Leading community giving

This year marked a significant milestone as 
we celebrated Queensland Gives’ 15th Annual 
Queensland Philanthropy Awards, breaking a record 
attendance to date – even for City Hall. The sell out 
event brought together a vibrant community of 
donors, recipients, corporates and charities.

Being an agile organisation responding to 
community needs

In response to our communities in crisis, we adopted 
a General Fund theme focused on women, children 
and families at risk. Three new sub-funds were 
established this year – the Welford Sustainable 
Futures Fund, The Maureen Stevenson Gift Fund, and 
The First Nations Community Fund.

As we reflect on this past year, we celebrate the 
achievements that strengthen our foundation 
and pave the way for a more vibrant, connected 
Queensland community. Thank you to all our 
partners, donors, and volunteers who made this 
progress possible. Together, we are making a 
meaningful difference in the lives of many.

Growing and strengthening our partnerships

This year, we continued to increase our engagement 
with government entities and deepened our regional 
reach. The strength of our regional committees 
helped increase community participation at events 
across the state.

A trusted source of funding for         
Queensland charities

We are proud to report a growth in our overall corpus 
from $139.8 million to over $159 million alongside 
an increase in the General Fund from $18,591,761 
to $21,147,973. This year, we provided recurring 
funding to over 150 Queensland charities, with the 
largest grant of $540,881.81 awarded to Cancer 
Council Queensland, reaffirming our commitment to 
supporting vital community services. 

Queensland Community Foundation works alongside Queensland Gives

 2025 Photo Challenge, RBWH Foundation

Health & Medical 34%

Community 22%

Multiple causes 10% Animals &  Wildlife 7% Disability 6%

Education 10% Children & 
Youth 5%

Religion 2%

Indigenous 
2%

Environment 
2%

Our impact by cause area

1110



A message
from the Chair

A message from our Sponsors

It has been an extraordinary, busy, 
and impactful year for Queensland 
Community Foundation (QCF). Our     
trust has grown to more than $159 
million, enabling far-reaching impact 
across the state. 

This growth has been supported by the excellent 
profile-raising efforts of the Queensland Gives 
Limited (QGL) team, particularly through the iconic 
Queensland Philanthropy Week campaign, QG 
regional outreach, Wills Week, the Local Government 
Association of Queensland (LGAQ) Conference, and 
the recent Succession Law Conference.

It has been my honour to again chair QCF’s Advisory 
Board of Governors during 2025. From our modest 
beginnings in 1997, with $300,000 in start-up funds 
under the leadership of former Premier, the Hon 
Mike Ahern AO, our corpus has grown exponentially. 
This remarkable progress reflects the generosity of 
Queenslanders, particularly those who choose to 
leave a meaningful legacy through gifts to QCF in 
their wills. To date, QCF has distributed more than 
$49.7 million to Queensland charities and this will 
continue forever - a future fund for charities.

QCF is committed to building a socially inclusive 
Queensland by enabling intergenerational giving to 
support communities in need, today, tomorrow, and 
forever. We are also strengthened by the generosity 
of living philanthropists who wish to inspire a culture 
of giving within their families or businesses. QCF now 
proudly manages 272 sub-funds supporting more 
than 300 Queensland charities in perpetuity.

Every cent of every tax-deductible dollar donated to 
a QCF sub-fund goes straight into the fund without 
administration fees. These funds are expertly 

managed by our founding sponsor, QIC, ensuring 
annual distributions to Queensland charities forever.

This year has had its sadness too. QCF lost a great 
friend, Rod Welford, former Attorney General and 
Minister for Justice from 2005 to 2009, who passed 
away in June.  In the final weeks of his life, with the 
support of his partner of 37 years, Gayle Morton, and 
his daughter, Lisa, Rod established a one-million-
dollar tax deductible sub-fund through a living 
bequest to QCF, The Welford Sustainable Future 
Fund. 

In doing this, Rod has ensured his vision for, and 
service to, the people of Queensland will continue 
long after we, our children, and our grandchildren 
have gone. Truly giving that keeps on giving – not as 
an individual monument but as an enduring gift to 
others and to our community. 

But that was not all. Rod also made a multi-million-
dollar bequest to QCF in his will. In combination with 
his living bequest, this will likely make Rod’s gift of 
around $4 million the largest ever individual donation 
to QCF. Rod achieved much in public life, but the 
Welford Sustainable Future Fund will likely be his 
greatest legacy!

As we contemplate what we hope to achieve in 2026,   
I urge you to heed Rod’s advice:	

“Get involved. Make life about more than yourself. 
If you live to serve others, you will never be 
disappointed’’.

The Honourable Margaret McMurdo AC
Chair, Board of Governors
Queensland Community Foundation

Anglo American

At Anglo American, our Purpose is to re-imagine 
mining to improve people’s lives. For nearly three 
decades, we’ve proudly stood alongside QCF as a 
founding partner, united by a shared commitment 
to inspiring philanthropy and strengthening 
communities across Queensland.

In 2025, we were honoured to continue our support 
through the Community Philanthropist of the Year 
Award at the annual Philanthropy Awards – once 
again celebrating those individuals whose generosity 
uplifts and empowers others.

As we mark our final year of partnership, we reflect 
with deep pride on QCF’s evolution into a leading 
force for philanthropic impact in Australia. It has been 
a privilege to contribute to the fund’s journey and 
witness the enduring difference it continues to make 
in the lives of Queenslanders.

 2025 Grant Recipient

QIC

QCF continues to play a vital role in strengthening 
communities across our state - inspiring generosity, 
fostering connection and supporting Queenslanders 
through life’s challenges.

In 2025, QIC was proud to continue our long-standing 
partnership with QCF, helping to create opportunities 
for Queenslanders in need and to build stronger, more 
resilient communities. As a founding sponsor, we 
remain deeply committed to QCF’s mission to inspire 
Queenslanders to give through philanthropy.

Since 1997, we have supported QCF both financially 
and through in-kind contributions. Our people 
generously share their time and expertise, providing 
pro-bono support across HR, finance, IT, legal and 
sustainability, and contributing as active members 
of the Board of Governors and Board of Queensland 
Gives Limited.

We are proud to join QCF in celebrating the 
generosity and community spirit that defines 
our state.  This includes our involvement with 
Philanthropy Week, the newly established QCF First 
Nations Community Fund, and QIC’s Charitable 
Foundation, a perpetual sub-fund of QCF that offers 
our people the opportunity to support organisations 
making a meaningful impact in our community, now 
and into the future.
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Trustee’s Report

It is an honour to acknowledge and 
celebrate the continued success 
of the Queensland Community 
Foundation (QCF) initiative.

Since QCF’s establishment 28 years ago in 1997 with 
an initial fund of $300,000, the QCF Trust Fund has 
experienced extraordinary growth, reaching more 
than $159 million in the 2024–25 financial year. This 
remarkable expansion has enabled the distribution of 
more than $49 million since inception to charitable 
organisations across Queensland, making a 
meaningful difference to those in need today and for 
generations to come.

The continued success of QCF is made possible 
by the generosity of donors and those who leave 
bequests to QCF in their Wills. I am pleased to share 
that donations exceeded $8 million, with more than 
$6 million coming from bequests, in 2024-25.

As Trustee of the QCF Trust Fund, the Public Trustee 
of Queensland is responsible for the administration, 
investment and distribution of the Trust Funds. QCF 
Trust Funds are invested in the Australian Foundation 
for Charitable Trust (AFCT). The AFCT delivered a 
strong performance in 2024-2025, generating solid 
income returns and encouraging capital growth. As a 
result, I am proud to report that more than $5 million 
was distributed this year to deserving charities on 
behalf of QCF.

The Public Trustee of Queensland was also, 
once again, proud to be involved in Queensland 
Philanthropy Week through its sponsorship of the 
2025 Queensland Philanthropic Foundation of the 
Year. This year the honour went to the Sylvia and 
Charles Viertel Foundation (SCVF). The SCVF was 
established to benefit organisations or institutions 
involved in medical research into diseases and the 
alleviation of hardship of the aged and the sick. 

I would like to extend my appreciation to the 
Honourable Margaret McMurdo AC, Chair of QCF, as 
well as the dedicated Board of Governors, Regional 
Committees and staff of Queensland Gives Ltd. 
I would also like to thank the generous donors 
and sponsors for their continued support and 
commitment. With the momentum that has been 
built, I am hopeful the next twelve months will be as 
successful, if not more successful, than the last.

Samay Zhouand
The Public Trustee of Queensland and 		
CEO of Queensland Public Trustee

 2025 Photo Challenge, Foodbank
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How QCF Works

For the Benefit of 
First Nations Communities

QCF operates as a perpetual public ancillary fund 
with the primary objective of preserving the capital 
invested in the fund indefinitely. The current 
legislated minimum distribution requirement for 
public ancillary funds is 4% of net assets, in general 
terms, with distributions intended to come from the 
fund’s earnings.

When determining the annual distribution level, the 
Board and Trustee carefully consider several factors, 
including:

	ȫ The fund’s perpetual nature

	ȫ The investment and distribution strategy

	ȫ Current market conditions in Australia

	ȫ Historical, current, and anticipated returns on the 
fund’s investments

	ȫ The long-term implications of maintaining the 
distribution rate for a given financial year

	ȫ The net assets from the previous financial year. The QCF First Nations Community Fund is a new 
vehicle designed to help create meaningful, long-
term outcomes for First Nations communities, it 
offers a sustainable, long-term solution to funding. 
First Nations’ initiatives across health, education and 
community well-being. 

Managed by QCF, the Fund was established as a 
perpetual trust, seeded with a $250,000 investment 
from founding sponsor, QIC. All donations are tax 
deductible, and are invested in perpetuity with 
income distributed annually to charities supporting 
First Nations communities for generations to come.

The Fund is designed to grow targeted philanthropic 
support for First Nations organisations, with a focus 
on improving educational, economic, health and 
social outcomes.

At this point in time, the sub-fund owner, QIC’s 
Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) working group will 
make a recommendation for distributions to the QCF 
Board of Governors to endorse for final approval of the 
Queensland Public Trustee.

Looking ahead 

We invite you to be part of this exciting new fund 
that will help support First Nations communities for 
generations to come. Please speak to the QCF team 
today about how you might like to be involved.

Together, we can create a lasting difference.

QCF has 272 Sub-funds including the General fund 
established for a range of charitable purposes:

Net Assets
$159,984,955

Donations Received 
$8,168,132

Charities Supported 
234 +

Charitable Distributions 
$5,719,487
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General
Fund
Donations to the General Fund are strategically 
invested to address various community needs 
identified each year by the QCF Board of Governors.

In 2025, the General Fund awarded grants to 
charitable organisations focused on supporting 
women, families and children at risk. All grant 
applications were reviewed by a dedicated Grants 
Committee, which presented its recommendations 
to the Board of Governors for final endorsement. 
This year’s funding empowered a diverse range of 
charities and organisations, including those in the 
arts, environmental sectors, and frontline community 
services, enhancing their capacity to meet the rising 
demand for their essential services.

General Fund Grant Committee Members
Alistair Comyn (Chair), The Honourable Margaret 
McMurdo AC, Bernard Curran, Claire Welshe, Lizzie 
Baldwin, Rachel Maas

Net assets
$21,147,973

Charitable Distributions
$911,322

Charities Supported
36

Capacity Building Grants play a vital 
role in helping charities strengthen 
their structures, system, and skills 
to achieve better outcomes.

These grants primarily focus on areas such as 
education and training, volunteer recruitment and 
retention, information technology support, and 

planning and governance initiatives, including 
strategic planning, constitution reviews, and 
board evaluations. Recognising the importance of 
organisational capacity building within charitable and 
non-profit sectors, QCF is committed to fostering 
growth in these key areas. As an innovator in this 
approach to granting, we take pride in enhancing the 
core skills and resources of charitable organisations, 
ensuring ongoing support across all regions of 
Queensland.

Region of impact

2024-2025 General Fund 
Organisational Capacity Building Grants 

 2025 Photo Challenge, Life Flight

22%   Central Queensland

2%   North Queensland

3%   Gold Coast

9%   Other (Logan, Bundaberg, Ipswich)

42%   
Queensland 
Wide

22%   
Brisbane
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The Central Highlands Science Centre, trading as Outback Exploratorium (Outback XP), is a science museum 
based in Emerald, dedicated to STEAM education for rural and regional youth. For 30 years, they have delivered 
inclusive after-school programs, workshops, and discovery events across Central Queensland.

The QCF fund will enable a comprehensive governance and strategy review to strengthen the organisation’s 
future direction, improve fiscal sustainability, and ensure their constitution reflects current needs. With no 
baseline government funding, this project will support OutbackXP in refining its structure, improving leadership 
effectiveness, and expanding its reach.

This investment will ensure continued access to inspiring STEAM education for thousands of children across 
remote and outer regional Queensland—building skills, curiosity, and confidence in the next generation.

Coffee Brigade provides food, support, and connection to Brisbane’s most vulnerable, including those 
experiencing homelessness or extreme disadvantage.

QCF is pleased to invest in the Coffee Brigade in upgrading their internal systems to better manage volunteers, 
resources, and service delivery. This project will enable the organisation to meet growing demand while 
maintaining personalised, compassionate care.

The grant will enhance operational efficiency, streamline processes, and allow Coffee Brigade to continue offering 
dignity and support to people doing it tough across Brisbane.

CASE STUDY CASE STUDY

Outback Exploratorium Governance and Strategy Review  Uplifting systems and processes as we increase our impact

$30,000 $30,000Central Queensland Brisbane

Central Highlands Science Centre Coffee Brigade Brisbane

GRANT AMOUNT GRANT AMOUNT REGION REGION

PROJECT TITLE PROJECT TITLE
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Fierce Females supports teenage girls through empowerment workshops, mentorship, and leadership training.

QCF is proud to support the development of a CRM to improve program delivery and stakeholder engagement. 
This project will enable the organisation to track participant progress, improve mentor coordination, and 
streamline reporting.

By investing in these systems, the grant will help Fierce Females reach more young women, build confidence, and 
shape future leaders.

CASE STUDY

Fierce Females CRM		

$10,036 Gold Coast

Fierce Females Ltd

GRANT AMOUNT REGION

PROJECT TITLE

 2025 Photo Challenge, Inbluem Corp
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Regional 
Sub-fund
Give where you live

QCF regional sub-funds provide the opportunity for 
donors who wish to support charities and causes in 
specific Queensland communities. A donation to 
one of our regional sub-funds provides sustainable 
income and enduring benefits for local charities and 
community groups in those regions.

Donations

Net assets

$36,639

$12,998,767

Distributions
$689,075

Number of Grants
47

QCF’s regional grants program 
supports Northern Queensland, 
Gold Coast, Sunshine Coast, 
Toowoomba and the Lower 
Gulf Region – servicing the 
communities of Burke Shire 
Council, Carpentaria Shire 
Council, Doomadgee Aboriginal 
Shire Council and Mornington 
Shire Council.  

Charities and causes that 
receive support have the 
following characteristics:

	ȫ One-off projects for a 
specific purpose

	ȫ Demonstrate sustainability 
beyond the funding period 
by preparing for the future 
with forward thinking

	ȫ Strengthen the community 
and reduce social 
disadvantage by helping 
find solutions to community 
problems

	ȫ Be very clear on spending, 
identifying all budget items 
and ensure project shows 
bang for buck 

	ȫ Benefit as many people 
as possible showing the 
likely sustained or systemic 
changes

2024-2025 Regional Grants 

 

Charters 
Towers

Mission Beach

Cloncurry

Cairns

Townsville

Mackay

Emerald

Charleville

Rochampton

Gununa

Toowoomba

Warwick

Doomadgee

Normanton
Burketown

Burketown

Mareeba

Malanda

 

The Gulf Trust
Grants: 13  
Total: $307,909

Northern Queensland
Grants: 5  
Total:  $47,170

Toowoomba
Grants: 11  
Total: $52,372

Gold Coast
Grants: 8
Total: $128,462 

Sunshine Coast
Grants: 10  
Total: $153,162

Regions of impact

 2025 Photo Challenge, RFDS
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DV Safe Phone provides refurbished mobile phones to victims of domestic violence, ensuring they have a safe way 
to seek help.

QCF is proud to support DV Safe Phone’s initiative to provide 100 safe phone kits to victims of domestic and sexual 
violence in North Queensland. Many victims lose access to communication during violent incidents, leaving them 
isolated and unable to seek help. This project addresses the urgent need for survivors to have access to emergency 
communication.

By restoring communication, this grant will empower victims, enhance personal safety and enable them to rebuild 
their lives.

Southern Cross Kids’ Camps (SCKC) provides safe, supportive, and fun camps for children who have experienced 
trauma or hardship.

QCF funds will enable SCKC to establish a new camp in Mackay, to provide vulnerable children with a safe and 
nurturing environment. The camp will offer one-on-one mentorship, resilience-building activities, and emotional 
support for children in out-of-home care. 

This grant will provide vulnerable children with positive, confidence-building experiences that will foster resilience 
and personal growth, benefiting not only the children but also their families, carers and the wider community.

HELP, HOPE, CHANGE! - Sexual Violence Awareness Month Hope in the heart of Mackay

DV Safe Phone Southern Cross Kids’ Camps 

$7,500GRANT AMOUNT $13,500GRANT AMOUNT PROJECT TITLE PROJECT TITLE

CASE STUDY CASE STUDY
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Strength Potential Incorporated is a Sunshine Coast-based charity established in 2016, dedicated to empowering 
young people aged 10 to 19 who face various mental health challenges that limit their opportunity to engage with 
confidence in their daily life and their communities. The organisation focuses on helping them discover their 
strengths and reach their potential through a variety of services.

QCF is proudly supporting the Hot Chocolate Circle - Resilience Program building on previous initiatives funded by 
Queensland Gives, particularly the development of their online mental health support portal, MiiND. 

This program focuses on building resilience in young girls aged 10 to 16, providing them with practical tools to 
strengthen their emotional well-being and better navigate life’s challenges.

Hot Chocolate Circle - Resilience Project	

Strength Potential Incorporated

$24,000GRANT AMOUNT PROJECT TITLE

CASE STUDY

The Gulf Area Community Social Development Trust is a QCF 
sub-fund with the aim to promote the interests and welfare of 
residents of the Gulf Area Community by supporting projects 
and initiatives that encourage educational, health, cultural and 
social development.

These projects service the communities of Burke Shire Council, Carpentaria Shire Council, 
Doomadgee Aboriginal Shire Council and Mornington Shire Council.

Gulf Area Community 
Social Development Trust
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Create a legacy to honour a loved one

Sub-funds in memoriam serve as a legacy, helping donors honour a loved one by supporting charities or 
charitable causes close to their heart.

Supporting specific charitable organisations and causes

As the cost of living continues to rise and government funding remains unpredictable from year to year, not-for-
profit organisations are increasingly seeking ways to safeguard their financial future. Establishing a reliable income 
stream is essential, and endowment funds offer a powerful solution—providing ongoing financial support and 
contributing to long-term resilience. QCF manages over 110 sub-funds, each created to benefit a particular charity, 
offering a consistent and dependable source of funding annually.

Sub-funds 
in memoriam 

Charity 
Sub-funds

 2025 Photo Challenge, First Nation Midwifery

Create an income stream for a charity, cause or region of your choice

Named sub-funds are a perfect way for donors to put a name to their giving. There is no cost to set up a sub-fund 
and QCF takes care of all the administration, compliance, and reporting. Donors can work with QCF each year to 
put forward recommendations regarding the charity or charitable cause they wish to support.

Named 
Sub-funds 
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Veteran philanthropist dedicates 
her life to giving 

For Gold Coast resident Maureen Stevenson, it 
has meant something quite different: continued 
dedication to philanthropy and giving to others.

Now in her eighties, Maureen is synonymous with 
generosity in medical research, animal welfare 
and a myriad of other community circles across 
Queensland. 

For more than 30 years she has provided life-
changing support to almost 90 individual causes, 
each of which holds personal meaning for her 
including several from her time in Sydney in the early 
1980s. 

Maureen began giving alongside her late husband 
Barry and has continued their shared mission ever 
since.

Together, they built a philanthropic legacy that has 
touched countless lives — and one that Maureen 
intends to continue long into the future.

“It started with a medical research institute in 2001 
when we heard it advertised that all the money went 
to research,” Maureen recalls. 

“My dad had died from cancer and my mother-in-law 
from motor neurone disease, so that’s how we got 
into medical research.

“When I got breast cancer, I started donating to 
improve breast cancer research, and over the years 
our menagerie of animals came from the Animal 
Welfare League.”

For Maureen, philanthropy is profoundly personal. 
Every cause she supports is connected to her own 

NAMED SUB-FUND

experiences or those of loved ones. Her giving is 
motivated not by recognition, but by compassion 
— and by a deep belief in the power of research to 
change lives.

Maureen’s impact can be seen across dozens 
of different charities, and most particularly in 
Queensland’s research landscape. 

She has been a loyal supporter of the Queensland 
Brain Institute (QBI) for over a decade, donating more 
than $100,000 to advance discoveries in dementia, 
motor neurone disease, mental health, brain tumours, 
stroke, and fundamental neuroscience.

She has also been a steadfast supporter of Wesley 
Research Institute, continuing her long tradition of 
backing vital medical research and community health 
programs.

Maureen’s generosity also extends to the wider 
University of Queensland (UQ) community, where 
since 2009 she has supported a range of initiatives 
including COVID-19 research, the Centre for Animal 
Welfare & Ethics, UQ Young Achievers Scholarships, 
and the UQ Small Animal Clinic.

Each one of these organisations has benefited from 
her steadfast belief that giving, when possible, is both 
a duty and a joy – and for Maureen, something that 
will continue forever.

Maureen has already pledged gifts in her will to 
20 philanthropic organisations, ensuring that 
her support for medical research, education, and 
community wellbeing will continue for generations to 
come.

Her passion for providing ongoing financial support in 
perpetuity for her chosen causes also led Maureen to 
establish a dedicated sub-fund in her name with QCF, 
which will provide permanent and ongoing support to 
ten incredibly worthy charities.

“Establishing the sub-fund through QCF was 
definitely the best way to ensure I can provide 
ongoing support to a range of wonderful causes, 
forever,” she said.

Maureen’s sub-fund will deliver ongoing financial 
support to Arthritis Queensland, Animal Welfare 
League Qld, the Gold Coast Hospital Foundation, 
the Currumbin Wildlife Hospital Foundation, M.S. 
Queensland, the Motor Neurone Disease Association 
of Qld, Muscular Dystrophy Qld, Lifeflight Australia, 
Royal Flying Doctors Service Qld and the QBI Brain 
Research Endowment Fund.

This incredible legacy of giving and heartfelt 
generosity was rightly recognised when Maureen 
was presented with the Community Philanthropist of 
the Year Award at the 2023 Queensland Philanthropy 
Awards. Each submission supporting Maureen’s 
nomination for the award painted the same picture: 
of a woman who gives not for applause, but out of 
genuine kindness and conviction.

In 2024, her incredible contribution was further 
recognised when she was named the Gold Coast’s 
Senior Australian of the Year – an honour which 
reinforces and truly reflects her record of generosity 
to the wider community. 

These days Maureen’s social calendar, fittingly, 
is filled with invitations to charity luncheons and 
fundraising events — opportunities she embraces not 
for attention, but to champion the causes she cares 
about. 

Maureen Stevenson is an extraordinary person, 
with an extraordinary presence in Queensland’s 
philanthropic community.

Her life’s work — guided by empathy and personal 
conviction — stands as a shining example of what it 
means to give with both heart and purpose.

For most people, retirement brings a slower pace of life — time for 
rest, reflection, and enjoying the rewards of decades of hard work. 

 Maureen Stevenson with Tara Castle, CEO Queensland Gives
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A legacy beyond politics

Rod Welford, the principled Labor Minister of the 
1990s and 2000s held a deep, enduring commitment 
to the public good and was determined to see this 
continue into the future. 

His legacy is one of more than just politics and policies 
– it is the creation of better communities throughout 
Queensland for every generation to come, a vision he 
entrusted to QCF to deliver.

While he was probably best known as a politician 
who drove policies to reform environmental and 
educational outcomes, he also believed sustainability 
must guide every part of government and community 
life.

True to that vision, earlier this year he made a 
significant personal bequest to QCF, committing 
millions of dollars to causes that shaped his life: social 
change, environmental protection, and education.

He viewed his bequest as more than just a financial 
gift – it was a vision for the future, written into the 
story of the people and causes he cared about most.

He chose five beneficiary areas for his fund: two 
environmental organisations, a social change 

initiative, a policy think tank and a scholarship 
program at Griffith University, knowing that QCF 
was the most efficient and flexible vehicle for anyone 
wanting their bequest to make a lasting difference.

Mr Welford’s outlook was shaped by a lifetime of 
public service, but also by the quiet understanding 
that fulfilment lies not in accumulation, but 
contribution. 

In his own words: “Everything is measured by 
financial terms and you know; money can’t buy you 
a sustainable environment. Money can’t buy you 
love. Money can’t buy you your relationships. In fact, 
money can’t buy you anything that’s of real value 
in the world. We know the cost of everything and 
the value of nothing. It’s the energy and personal 
resources you commit to others that provide the 
deepest satisfaction.”

We are proud to be a guardian of his vision and legacy, 
to help shape Queensland not just as a place of 
natural beauty and opportunity, but as a community 
with the tools to care for itself — forever.

On behalf of the generations of Queenslanders who 
will benefit in years to come, we thank him. 

Rod Welford and the enduring vision of QCF

QIC’s Charitable Foundation
A Sub-fund of Queensland Community Foundation 

“
”

We are incredibly grateful to the QIC Charitable 
Foundation for their generous support in FY25. The 
$40,525 in funding will allow us to fully furnish and 
prepare up to eight Sanctuary homes, providing safe, 
dignified spaces for up to 40 individuals impacted 
by domestic and family violence. This support will 
directly help families start their new chapter with the 
essentials they need - and the dignity they deserve.

Manuela Whitford - Chief Executive Officer/
Founder, Friends With Dignity 

“
”

The QIC Charitable Foundation offers our employees 
the opportunity to become partners in philanthropy, 
seeing their contributions evolve into sustainable 
support for social issues that they feel passionate 
about.

Rowan Griffin - Executive Director of ESG, QIC 

As the fund grows, so does the annual distribution, 
which means more money is available every year to 
distribute to community organisations focused on 
important social issues. The QCF QIC Charitable 
Foundation is the fastest growing and most active 
Sub-fund. 

QIC employees are invited to make tax-deductible 
donations to the QCF. In 2024, almost 500 QIC 
employees participated in a vote to determine which 
community organisation would receive the 2024 QCF 
distribution, choosing Friends With Dignity. 

QIC has distributed over $106,000 from the QCF 
to three community organisations – Friends with 
Dignity, The Carers Foundation and Orange Sky 
Australia – providing services for survivors of family 
and domestic violence, respite for family caregivers 
and people experiencing homelessness. 

QIC employees feel empowered knowing their 
generosity isn’t just making an impact today but will 
continue to benefit communities for years to come.  

Established in partnership with QCF in 2021, the QIC Charitable 
Foundation is a perpetual fund that continues to grow over time through 
contributions from QIC, our employees and investment returns. 

Some see the future. Others shape it. The rarest few leave behind the tools 
to keep building it. 

CORPORATE GIVING
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2024-2025 Investment 
Performance

The Australian Foundation for 
Charitable Trusts (AFCT) was 
established in May 2021.

The investment strategy for the Foundation is to 
invest in the AFCT.

The AFCT seeks to maintain the real value of 
the capital invested over the longer term in an 
ever-changing and ever-challenging investment 
landscape, and to make distributions of income to 
charities on an annual basis.

The 2024–25 financial year was a strong year for 
investors, driven by the outperformance across all 
underlying QIC Funds. While geopolitical risks and 
trade concerns led to periods of volatility during 
the year, impressive returns on Australian and 
international equities were the major contributors to 
the positive performance of the AFCT.

Major central banks were able to lower cash rates over 
the financial year as inflation moved back towards 
target ranges. Concerns about slowing growth were 
balanced by the potential for further inflationary 
pressures, leaving central banks in a data-dependent, 
“wait-and-see” approach.

Short and medium-term interest rates, both 
domestically and internationally, declined with 
reductions to cash rates. However, long-term bond 
interest rates ended the year relatively unchanged 
compared to their starting levels.

It is expected that the Consumer Price Index (CPI) 
in Australia will remain within the Reserve Bank 
of Australia’s long-term target range of 2% to 3%, 
providing further scope for rate cuts. However, 
expectations regarding the number of rate cuts have 
been revised downward of late.

The QCF Trust Fund has grown from $300,000 in 
1997 to more than $159 million in 2025.

The aim of the Australian Foundation for Charitable 
Trusts (AFCT) is to maximise income while 
maintaining the real value of the capital over ten-year 
rolling periods. The AFCT will aim to maintain the 
real value of the capital invested and to provide for 
distributions of 2.5 % per annum before fees, over 
rolling ten-year periods, and QIC, as the Investment 
Manager, will work to achieve a total return of CPI 
+2.5 % per annum over rolling ten-year periods before 
fees.

The AFCT currently gains exposure to the various 
asset classes and investment sectors by investing 
in the QIC Diversified Australian Equities Fund, QIC 
Long Term Diversified Fund and QIC Short Term 
Income Fund. Liquidity for the AFCT is managed 
with an investment in the range of approximately 
0% to 1% of the AFCT’s assets in cash at bank. The 
asset allocation strategy of the AFCT is managed 
within the three aforementioned QIC Funds, a 
diversified portfolio of assets including Australian 
and international shares, fixed interest, property, 
infrastructure, private equity, alternative assets,        
and cash.

Forecast returns for the AFCT’s investments with 
QIC, before fees, is:

Geopolitics, ongoing inflationary concerns, 
weakening economic outlooks and other negative 
investment market influences are expected to 
provide challenges to investment returns in the 
future. Downturns in financial markets can make 
it harder to maintain the real capital value of an 
investment pool while generating income levels 
necessary to support the philanthropic goals of our 
charitable trusts. Noting these factors, the Public 
Trustee in conjunction with QIC, will continue to 
analyse and monitor the investment strategy for 
funds held in trust.

The current investment objective and strategy of 
the AFCT was developed in 2021 during a period of 
very low interest rates and low inflation. The financial 
environment has changed since that period, and 
given the changed forecast return environment, 
it was appropriate that an in-depth review be 
undertaken.

Therefore, while the current investment strategy 
is being maintained, QPT as Trustee of the AFCT, 
in conjunction with QIC Limited, is considering 

whether AFCT’s current investment objective can be 
increased. 

The Trustee of the AFCT will ensure consultation 
occurs with major stakeholders including the Public 
Trust Office Investment Board and the Boards of 
Governors.

Australian Foundation for Charitable Trusts 
Weighted Asset Allocations

Australian Foundation for 
Charitable Trusts (AFCT)

% Investment 
Allocation

QIC Diversified Australian 
Equities Fund

50

QIC Long Term Diversified Fund 40

QIC Short Term Income Fund 10

10-year Return Expectations (% p.a.):

Expected Return
8.3% (Income 3.9% and 
Capital 4.4%)

+/- Std Dev (12.1% 
annual) range

-3.8% to 20.4%

Franking Credits Approx. 0.6% Asset Class  Allocation

Australian Equities 58.6%

International Equities 12.3%

Direct Property 1.0%

Global Infrastructure 1.7%

Other Alternatives 2.5%

Private Capital (Equity) 1.4%

Private Capital (Debt) 1.4%

Global Fixed Interest 17.6%

Cash 3.5%

Total 100.00%
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Investment Strategy 

Despite persistent geopolitical 
tensions and inflation remaining 
at the upper end of the Reserve 
Bank of Australia’s target range, the 
AFCT has demonstrated resilience 
in its investment strategy. The 
AFCT generated distribution of 
7.3% to QCF.

For the 2024-25 financial year, the AFCT released a 
solid distribution to the QCF despite the investment 
market volatility throughout the financial year. 
Although this is again good news, we need to be 
mindful that the aims and objectives of the fund are 
established around a rolling ten-year timeframe. 

For the financial year ended 30 June 2025, the 
distribution from the AFCT to the Charitable Trusts 
was 7.3%, (2024 - 3.7%).

Figure 1 displays the performance of the Public 
Trustee Charitable Trustee Investment Strategy and 
income distributions for 2025 and 2024 financial 
years. The Public Trustee receives a Trustee Fee in 
accordance with the Trust Deed for acting as trustee 
of the QCF at 6.6% (GST inclusive) of distribution and 
interest income received by QCF.

Fees charged for the financial year ended 30 June 
2025 were $606,171 (2024: $312,348). The Public 
Trustee is also responsible for managing the 
investment activities of QCF in accordance with QCF 
investment strategy, including trades in the AFCT 
(established in June 2021) which are administered by 
the Public Trustee.

These investment activities are conducted on the 
same terms and conditions as those entered into 

by other investors. Management fees are charged 
by the Public Trustee to the Growth Trust and the 
AFCT based on the net asset value of the holdings 
and deducted from the net asset value. These fees 
do not reflect within expenditure in QCF financial 
statements. 

Details of these management fees are set out below:

The AFCT Trustee Fee of 0.26% (0.79% prior to 1 April 
2025), that was paid by QCF for the 2025 financial 
year, is estimated to be approximately $927,210 
(2024: $995,318). This fee covers the Public Trustee 
expenses only. All other expenses pertaining to the 
AFCT are paid directly by the AFCT. For 2024-25 the 
composite of fees payable to the Public Trustee for 
trustee and investment management services was 
approximately $1,533,381 or 1.09% (2024 $1,307,665 or 
0.99%) of funds under management.

Sustainability (QIC)

As stewards of our clients’ capital, we seek to manage 
our environmental, social and governance (ESG) risks 
and play a part in investment solutions that deliver 
asset and portfolio resilience and value beyond 
financial returns. 

At QIC, we seek to integrate ESG considerations into 
our investment analysis, decision making processes 
and ownership practices to drive resilience and 
enhance value over the long term. In our investment 
processes we do this through due diligence, 
monitoring, and reporting. By understanding the 
diverse nature of sustainability issues across asset 
classes and industries, we seek to tailor our approach 
to the distinct characteristics of each asset class.

For more information visit             			 
www.qic.com/About-QIC/Sustainability

1. The AFCT gross return for one year is 14.01%, outperforming the objective by 8.25% for the financial year ended 
30 June 2025. 

2. The objective stated is CPI + 2.5% p.a. over 10 years, before fees and expenses ~ To maintain the real value of the 
capital investment and to provide for distributions of 2.5% p.a. over rolling 10-year periods.

Australian Foundation for Charitable Trusts (AFCT) 2025 (%) 2024 (%)

Gross Investment Return (based on QIC reporting) 14.01 11.84

Net Investment Return1 12.84 11.56

Objective2 4.59 6.12

Distribution to Charitable Trusts 7.3 3.7

Figure 1: Public Trustee Charitable Trust Investment and distribution information for 2025 and 2024

Australian Foundation for Charitable Trusts (AFCT) 2025 ($) 2024 ($)

Opening Balance 133,153,026 118,826,112

Purchases 6,749,833 6,659,922

Sales (959) (125,789)

Increase/(Decrease) in fair value 7,376,439 7,792,781

Closing Balance 147,278,339 133,153,026
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Financial Performance

After the distribution of grants 
totalling $5,617,492 (2024: 
$5,003,601), profit for the 
year ended 30 June 2025 was 
$20,181,980 (2024: $15,737,942).

Total revenue for the year was $26,769,631 (2024: 
$21,170,301). The slight increase of revenue is 
attributed to donations being received for the year 
of $8,168,132 notwithstanding a fair market gain 
on assets of $7,468,075 and a distribution income 
of $10,081,049 provided by the AFCT which is the 
cornerstone of the design of the fund. (i.e. provide 
consistent income returns).

The total amount available for distribution 
(accumulated Surplus) was $10,632,937 (2024: 
$5,950,611) whilst total capital was $149,352,018 
(2024: $133,852,364). The increase in capital was 
directly related to the favourable investment market 
movement within the financial year.

The Foundation received donations of $8,168,132 
during the year (2024: $7,168,411) with the bulk of 
donations, 75%, being sourced from Deceased 
Estates administered by the Public Trustee.

*Amount available for distribution

*Note 1 The total distribution amount for grants paid in 2024-2025 was $5,719,487 however the Trust received returns of $101,995.

FYTD Capital ($) Surplus ($)* Total Equity ($)

Balance as at 30 June 2024 133,852,364 5,950,611 139,802,975

Balance as at 30 June 2025 149,352,018 10,632,937 159,984,955

Movement 15,499,654 4,682,326 20,181,980

2025 ($) 2024 ($)

Grants 5,617,4921 5,003,601 

Profit 20,181,980 15,737,942

Surplus 10,632,937 5,950,611

Revenue 26,769,631 21,170,301

Donations 8,168,132 7,168,411

Capital 149,352,018 133,852,364
 2025 Photo Challenge, Pyjama Foundation
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The Public Trustee

of Queensland

Board of 
Governors

QCF 
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(Queensland 
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Northern
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Organisational Structure Tara is well known as the face of Queensland Gives within the Not for Profit sector and is 
passionate about spreading our message of giving today, tomorrow and forever. As CEO she 
drives the organisation forward by representing QCF/QG to government, corporates and 
individuals building partnerships and connecting groups that she knows will do great work 
together. She is the strategic force behind the organisation with a firm eye on ensuring that 
QCF remains at the forefront of giving within our state for generations to come. 

Tara Castle, CEO
  tara@queenslandgives.org.au

Seana is our resident expert on grants and distribution while keeping us organised and 
on track with the latest distribution and social impact data. Seana is also responsible for 
keeping two boards and six regional committees running smoothly and adhering to best-
practice governance protocols. Seana is the glue that keeps the Queensland Gives team 
running. Contact Seana if you have any questions about our QCF grants or data; she would 
be delighted to chat about our impressive impact and reach across Queensland. 

Seana Osbourne, Grants and Distributions Manager 
  seana@queenslandgives.org.au

Kelli Nasser is the Administration Officer at Queensland Gives, keeping the organisation 
running smoothly behind the scenes. As the backbone of our daily operations, she also 
provides vital support for the Queensland Community Foundation Board of Governors 
and the Queensland Gives Board of Directors and manages the many details that keep us 
organised. With four teenagers at home, Kelli is a true super mum who somehow balances 
it all with humour and grace. Her calm efficiency and can-do attitude help keep the entire 
Queensland Gives team in check.

Kelli Nasser, Administration Officer

Louis is a fundraising and relationship specialist. He has been working in the charity sector 
for nearly two decades across the United Kingdom and for the last 10 years in Australia.  He 
has a wealth of fundraising agency and charity experience and is responsible for growing 
the QCF General Fund and other charity / cause-based Sub-funds, supporting fundraising 
for private and public funds and growing the QCF/QG presence.  Contact Louis if you have 
any questions about setting up a Sub-fund, corporate funds or anything to do with lifting 
the profile or fundraising for your organisation.

Louis Loucaides MFIA, Fundraising and Philanthropy Manager
  louis@queenslandgives.org.au

Rebecca focusses on events, marketing and storytelling.  A large part of our mission is 
inspiring philanthropy across all sectors and corners of our state and Rebecca does this 
through managing events from our glamourous philanthropy awards to small local grant 
presentations and packed lectures at the Supreme Court. Rebecca is also the brand 
guardian and the lead in our new brand Queensland Gives. She produces all our corporate 
communications from the website through to our social media.

Rebecca Lawrence, Marketing and Events Manager
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QCF is a public ancillary fund formed under a 
single Trust Deed and is intended to continue 
in perpetuity.

Our Trustee

Our Board of Governors

The Public Trustee 
of Queensland 
and CEO

The Board of Governors is a voluntary 
board of professionals with expertise in 
identifying community needs. They receive 
no remuneration for their services and are not 
paid out of pocket expenses.

The Board met six times this year and the 
Board’s role includes:

	ȫ Presenting recommendations to the 
Public Trustee on how the income of the 
General Fund is to be distributed

	ȫ Maintaining high levels of accountability 
to supporters, stakeholders, and 
regulators

	ȫ Assisting in protecting the integrity of the 
Queensland Community Foundation

	ȫ Developing strategies and guiding the 
direction of the Queensland Community 
Foundation through recommendations to 
the Trustee

	ȫ Considering the performance of the 
Queensland Community Foundation 
against strategic and financial goals

	ȫ Supporting fundraising opportunities for 
Queensland Community Foundation

	ȫ Promoting Philanthropy in Queensland

The Honourable Margaret 
McMurdo AC, Chair

Committees: Queensland Gives Limited, 
Grant Committee, Investment Committee, 
Marketing Committee

APPOINTED 2017

Paul Antonio

APPOINTED 2023

Tonya Murray

APPOINTED 2024

Nicole Holder

Chair of Queensland Gives Limited

APPOINTED 2022

Professor Sandra Harding AO

Committees: Chair of  Northern 
Queensland Regional Fund

APPOINTED 2022 

Professor Peter Coaldrake AO

APPOINTED 2017 

Nina Crawford

Committees: Marketing Committee

APPOINTED 2019 

Alistair Comyn

Committees: Chair of Grant Committee

APPOINTED 2019

Bernard Curran

Committees: Grant Committee, 	
Investment Committee

APPOINTED 2017

Courtney Talbot

Committees: Investment Committee

APPOINTED 2020

Stephanie Paul

Committees: Marketing Committee

APPOINTED 2023

Governance

Gillian Brown  proxy/alternate

(Alternate Kylie Rampa from April 2022)

APPOINTED 2018 

Kylie Rampa

APPOINTED 2022
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QCF is a perpetual public charitable trust, formed under a Trust Deed Poll executed by the Public Trustee of 
Queensland on 4 February 1997 and subsequently amended by Deeds of Amendment and Under that Trust Deed 
Poll. The Public Trustee is the Trustee of QCF.

The Public Trustee has ultimate responsibility and authority for the management of the trust, including approving 
changes to governance arrangements and delegations relating to QCF.

The Public Trustee is required to operate within the requirements of the Public Trustee Act 1978 and meet 
obligations as part of the Queensland Government public sector, as well as meet the legislative and regulatory 
requirements of trustees and the Australian Charities and Not for profits Commission (ACNC). 

The Public Trustee is assisted by the QCF Board of Governors, convened under the QCF Trust Deed Poll in an 
advisory capacity and provides advice and recommendations to QPT in relation to strategy and policy issues for 
QCF.

Queensland Gives Ltd is a company limited by guarantee, formed under the Corporations Act 2001. Queensland 
Gives Ltd is responsible for the employment and supervision of staff, as well as the provision of management, 
marketing and administrative services to the Foundation. The Company is managed by a separate Board of 
Directors.

Further information regarding the governance structure is outlined in a Governance Framework document which 
provides information on governance roles and committees that underpin the Governance framework of the QCF. 

Regional Committees play a vital role in championing 
the QCF and fostering a culture of philanthropy within 
their communities.

Their key responsibilities include:

	ȫ Promoting QCF and philanthropy across the 
region.

	ȫ Encouraging local charities and organisations to 
apply for grants.

	ȫ Reviewing applications and recommending 
grant recipients to the Public Trustee through 
the QCF Board of Governors.

	ȫ Building support for the regional and Sub-funds 
by inspiring donations and bequests.

	ȫ Driving local fundraising initiatives to strengthen 
the regional Sub-fund.

By connecting people, resources, and ideas, Regional 
Committees help ensure that philanthropy thrives in 
every corner of Queensland.

Gold Coast Committee

Ken Petty (Chair), Jason Milton, Rolf Moses, Vicki 
James, Christine Lohman, Con Maglis and Nash Te’Au, 

Sunshine Coast Committee

Martin Griffin (Acting Chair), Cynthia Harris, Karinne 
Cilento, Marla Edwards, Scott Williams, Marian Hall

Toowoomba Committee

Derek Tuffield (Chair), Geoff McDonald, Kym Briese, 
Katie Williams, Michelle Vichie, Raymond Pern 

Northern Queensland Committee

Emiritus Professor Sandra Harding AO (Chair), Lyn 
McLaughlin, Bill Tweddell, Peter Phillips, Cr Larissa 
Hale, Paul Bell, Anne Baker, Damien Martin, Kirrily 
Turner, Collette Smart

Queensland Gives Ltd, a public company limited 
by guarantee. It is governed by a separate Board of 
Directors appointed by the founding sponsors, in their 
capacities as members of the Company, and with 
allowance for the appointment of some independent 
directors bringing relevant skills. 

Queensland Gives Ltd is responsible for day-to-day 
operational costs associated with the administration 
of the Trust. It is also responsible for the employment 
of four full time and one part-time staff members, 
who fulfil the roles of sponsorship, marketing, 
communications, grant making and other day-to-day 
operations.

Sponsors also contribute significant in-kind 
support which includes but is not limited to office 
space, access to meeting rooms, office equipment, 
technology, accounting, and legal advice.  

This sponsorship ensures no administration costs are 
levied against donations to the QCF Trust. 

Board of Directors

Nicole Holder (Chair)
Appointed 2022

Katrina Shaw
Appointed 2020

The Honourable Margaret McMurdo AC
Appointed 2017

Robert Porter
Appointed 2022

Lizzie Baldwin
Appointed 2024

Rachel Maas

Appointed 2024 

Our Governance Framework 

Regional Committees Queensland Gives Ltd

 2025 General Fund Grant Recipient, Red Frogs
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2025 Queensland 
Philanthropy Week

Queensland Philanthropy Week 
2025 commenced with a vibrant 
and well-attended launch at 
Parliament House.

Hosted by The Deputy Speaker of the House, Jon 
Krause MP, the evening brought together 189 guests 
—including nominees, nominators, sponsors, previous 
Philanthropists of the Year and the 2025 Queensland 
Gives grant recipients — for a celebratory cocktail 
reception.

Attendance increased again this year, continuing the 
upward trajectory seen in recent years and reinforcing 
the launch as a highly valued fixture on Queensland’s 
philanthropic calendar. Stakeholders enjoy hearing 
firsthand from grassroots charities about the tangible 
impact of Queensland Gives grants, with these 
stories serving as a powerful reminder of the role 
philanthropy plays in strengthening communities 
across the state.

A highlight of the program was the announcement of 
the highly anticipated winner of the 2025 Queensland 
Gives Photo Challenge. The competition once again 
demonstrated its value as an accessible and effective 
awareness vehicle, engaging the broader community 
in telling stories of generosity and impact.

The 2025 Queensland Philanthropy Awards Gala 
Lunch at Brisbane City Hall was a sell-out event, 
welcoming 890 guests in a powerful celebration of 
generosity and community leadership.

The Gala honoured this year’s nominees and award 
recipients in an atmosphere of inspiration and 
connection. A standout moment of the afternoon was 
a one-on-one interview between acclaimed author 
Trent Dalton and Christine Ahern, offering guests an 
engaging and reflective conversation on storytelling, 
community, and the impact of giving.
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The 2025 Queensland Philanthropy Awards saw 
almost 850 guests including 100 school students 
join us to celebrate the wonderful people and 
organisations who go above and beyond to make a 
difference to their fellow Queenslanders.

Andrew Baker - Managing Partner, Perpetual Private Clients, Perpetual Ltd 
Charlotte Davis - Executive General Counsel, QIC 
James Goodman - Senior Advisor, Goodman Private Wealth Ltd 
Judith Donovan - Managing Director, Deloitte 
Lizzie Baldwin - Communications Manager, Anglo American 
Samay Zhouand - Public Trustee of Queensland and CEO 
Prof Sandra Harding AO - Queensland Gives Board of Directors 
Dr Wendy Scaife - Adjunct Associate Professor, ACPNS QUT

Judging Panel 2025 Philanthropy Awards 

James Frizelle 

Dr Joel Dulhunty 

BMD Group

Ryan Ginard

Dr Michael Williams 

The Sylvia and Charles 
Viertel Foundation 

2025 Queensland Community 
Philanthropist of the Year 
sponsored by Anglo American

2025 Queensland Emerging 
Philanthropist of the Year 
sponsored by Perpetual

2025 Queensland Corporate 
Philanthropist of the Year 
sponsored by QIC

2025 Philanthropy Innovation 
Award sponsored by QUT

2025 Queensland Environmental 
Philanthropist of the Year sponsored 
by Goodman Private Wealth

2025 Queensland Philanthropic 
Foundation of the Year sponsored 
by the Queensland Public Trustee

Mental Health Academy

2025 Queensland SME 
Philanthropist of the Year 
sponsored by Deloitte

850
guests at the Queensland 
Gives 2025 Philanthropy 

Awards Gala Lunch

13
events were held by 11 organisations 

during Philanthropy Week featuring the 
Queensland Gives Philanthropy Week 
collateral including the Perpetual and 

Philanthropy Australia breakfast, QCoal 
reception, Queensland Environment Day 

launch, NFP Active Woman Executives Yoga 
hosted by Deloitte, All Ability event hosted 

by Endeavour Foundation

guests at the Queensland 
Gives 2025 Philanthropy 

Week Launch

180
Over

The Queensland Gives 2025 
Philanthropists of the Year
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Focus on Kindness 

Winner
“The Riding for the Disabled Queen” 

Photographer - Donatta Krause

Using the power of photography to 
reflect philanthropy, Queenslanders 
were challenged to capture a 
moment of kindness, generosity, 
compassion, thoughtfulness, 
benevolence or giving.    
The winning photo was submitted by Donata Krause 
who elected to support Riding Disabled Association 
through her winner’s donation.  

2025 Queensland Gives Photo 	
Challenge Judges

Christine Ahern  
Walkley Award-winning journalist with the Nine 
Network 

Melissa Charity  
Customer Advocate, Queensland Public Trustee 

Lady Mayoress Nina Schrinner  
Chair of the Lord Mayor’s Charitable Trust

Jane Hedger 
CEO, Volunteering Queensland

Ben Dobbin 
Radio announcer and TV journalist

Sponsored by

Queensland 
Gives 2025 
Photo Challenge
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With thanks to our 
Corporate Supporters of 
Queensland Gives Limited

Founding partners

Major partners

Media partner Supporting partner Supporter

Justice John Logan, Julie Mannion, Estate of Jean Margaret White, Estate of 

Kenneth Clifford, Estate of Richard Stapleton, Tara Cole, Rebecca Lawrence, Rolf 

Moses, Maureen Stevenson, Victoria Parker, Minter Ellison, Amy Rymer, Estate of Sheryl 

Powell, Brennan Cooper, Estate of Neville Bruce Christie, Colleen Proudlock, Estate of Mary 

Cynthia Joan Toonen, QIC Ltd, Clive Berghofer, Estate of Wayne Garth Jones, Naomi Nabbs, 

Estate of Judith Elizabeth Franklin, Australian Environmental, Bev Johnston, Steve Skippen, 

Estate of Stephen Austen Rose, Celebrate for a Cause, Tanya Bastin, Lawright, Urban 

Advisory, Bayside Community Fund, PhoneCycle Pty Ltd, Estate of Margaret Mezey, 

Helen Mar Fan, Estate of Anthony Landsdown, Estate of Michael J Haines, 

Earle Johnston, Nina Yousefpour, Kelli Nasser, Simon Lewis, Marcia 

Tommerup, ESA International, Gwendolen Jull, Muscular 

Dystrophy Qld, Libby Best, Wendy Scaife, Claire 

Welshe, Rodney Welford, Louis Loucaides, 

Estate of Jacqueline Kay Yuide, 

Harvey Lister and Margaret 

and Phil McMurdo

Recognising the Givers

We gratefully acknowledg those who donated 
to the Queensland Community Foundation and 
those who left gifts in their wills in support of our 
commitment to providing a lasting legacy for 
Queensland communities

 2025 Photo Challenge, Stephen-Henry
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