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NOMINEE NOMINATED BY

QCF 2020 Community Philanthropist of the Year
Agustin Romero Lifeline Darling Downs and South West Qld Ltd

Carla Haddan Place Estate Agents

Christina Quinn Orange Sky Australia

Dr Joanna Tait Hanworth House

Dr Patrick Corrigan AM Bond University

Dushyant Singh QUT

Elena Gosse Women’s Legal Service

Jeff Maclean UQ Queensland Brain Institute

John Hocknull QUT – ACPNS

Kay Van Pelt Cava Consulting

Keith & Glenda Drake Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital Foundation

Luise Manning Springfield Lakes Nature Care INC

Morag Hocknull QUT – ACPNS

Penny Wolff Women’s Legal Service 

Perry Cross AM Griffith University

Professor Ian Frazer AM & Caroline Frazer University of Queensland

Robert (Bob) Bryan AM Social Ventures Australia

Trevor Porter Kidney Support Network Inc

QCF 2020 Corporate Philanthropist of the Year
Auto & General Act for Kids

Caltex Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital Foundation

Central Queensland University AIME Mentoring

Ergon Energy Retail Royal Flying Doctor Service (Queensland Section)

St Baker Energy Innovation Fund Museum of Brisbane Pty Ltd.

Suncorp Group Limited Financial Basics Foundation

TechnologyOne The Salvation Army Australia



NOMINEE NOMINATED BY

QCF 2020 Emerging Philanthropist of the Year
Ash Barty RSPCA QLD

Famin Ahmed Women’s Legal Service

Jack Growden LiteHaus International

Kathryn Dorante QUT Advancement

Tina Worland Hear and Say Centre for Deaf Children

QCF 2020 Philanthropy Innovation
Jordyn de Boer Greater Outcomes

Lilly Luhrmann Study Queensland

Sabrina Chokari Brisbane Tool Library

Simon Lockyer Greater Outcomes

Zoe Black Greater Outcomes

QCF 2020 SME Philanthropist of the Year
50-50 Foundation Tabcorp

Carbal Medical Services Toowoomba Regional Community Fund Committee

Fundraising Services Cystic Fibrosis Queensland

Graceville Fine Foods & Deli Baked Relief

RADFLY Women of Influence

Senex Energy Queensland University of Technology

The Hornery Group of Companies Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital Foundation

Wolff Coffee Roasters Women’s Legal Service Queensland

Women of Influence RADFLY

QCF Philanthropy Awards are made possible thanks to  
the support of our amazing sponsors and partners:



Robert (Bob) Bryan AM

The Bryan Foundation is a perpetual 
family legacy helping vulnerable young 
Queenslanders access a good education 
giving them the opportunity to reach 
their full potential and secure fulfilling, 
meaningful and productive employment.

Perry Cross AM

As the only philanthropist and 
motivational speaker on 24 hours a day 
life support, Perry Cross is an example 
of bold and determined leadership in 
philanthropy.  The Perry Cross Spinal 
Research Foundation has led to funding 
significant research projects that have the 
potential to changes lives.

Elena Gosse

Elena is a ‘game changer’, has been 
named in Australia’s 100 most influential 
women and has won over 40 national and 
international awards for her leadership, 
advocacy and philanthropy in domestic 
violence and water conservation.  

Dr Joanna Tait

Dr Tait’s exemplary philanthropy is evident 
through the participation of her large 
family – their giving culture will transcend 
generations. She innovatively designed 
WANTZ to engage clinicians united to 
work to raise funds to support many of 
those they serve.

This award is sponsored by

This award recognises an outstanding individual, family or 
family foundation with a proven record of exceptional financial 
generosity and leadership to one or more Queensland based 
non-profit organisation. The successful nominee will demonstrate 
leadership through their actions, have an established record of 
outstanding philanthropic support to a diversity of organisations, 
have demonstrated extraordinary civic and charitable 
responsibility whilst inspiring others.

Finalists

QCF 2020 Community  
Philanthropist of the Year Award



Professor Ian Frazer AC and  
Caroline Frazer

Ian and Caroline Frazer’s leadership 
and philanthropic support has had an 
indelible impact on the Queensland 
community.

First and foremost, at the heart of 
all of their activities is education. In 
particular, their ongoing support of 
the arts has been critical in helping to 
maintain a generation of young artists in 
Queensland. They are passionate about 
discovering, educating and celebrating 
the next generation of talent.

Against a natural inclination to remain 
anonymous, the Frazer’s have seen the 
impact that publicising their support and 
mission has had on encouraging others 

to give. This is particularly evident through 
their leadership in The University of 
Queensland’s first major comprehensive 
philanthropic campaign where the pair 
have attracted over 30,000 gifts for a 
broad range of causes.

In addition, Ian’s advocacy for the health 
sector has had an undeniable impact on 
Queensland and the health of our state 
and nation. Most notably, his critical role 
in establishing the TRI which has grown to 
become a global leader in the effective 
translation of research and innovation.

Ian and Caroline have nominated 
Queensland Ballet as their charity of 
choice to receive the $2,000 donation 
sponsored by Anglo American.

QCF 2020 Community Philanthropist of the Year:



Auto & General

Auto & General has supported Act for 
Kids since 2012. This year, in response 
to COVID-19, which saw both demand 
for Act for Kids’ services increase and 
philanthropic and corporate support 
decline, A&G made a staggering end of 
financial year donation of $500,000 – the 
largest single donation in Act for Kids’  
33 year history. This donation was on top of 
the $250,000 donated by A&G throughout 
the year. Social isolation measures have 
meant that many children have been 
spending more time with people who 
harm or neglect them, and without 
connection to their usual support networks. 
A&G’s philanthropic support has helped 
Act for Kids reach many more isolated 
children through telehealth, and give them 
a second chance at childhood through 
trauma-informed therapy.

TechnologyOne

Under TechnologyOne’s Pledge 1% 
commitments, team members are each 
eligible for 2.5 days of volunteering leave 
per year. In 2019 that amounted to a total 
of 3,744 hours of volunteering across the 
company. Much of that was achieved 
during Foundation Fortnight in November, 
a new initiative introduced last year, which 
resulted in 2,376 hours of volunteering from 
1000 employees, 700 of these employees 
based in Brisbane. The organisation also 
has a commitment to re-use. In 2019 
it donated 1.5 tonnes of unwanted IT 
equipment to social enterprise Substation 
33 for use in training at-risk youth. It also 
donated the proceeds from the sale of  
300 pieces of IT equipment to charity 
partners.

This award recognises a corporation or business with more than 200 
employees that has created a culture of philanthropy within their 
organisation and has demonstrated an outstanding commitment to 
philanthropy through its financial support of one or more non-profit  
organisations. It will also demonstrate leadership, encourage 
volunteer participation, have an established record of philanthropic 
support, be a business with a holistic approach to philanthropy,  
and have produced a measurable charitable impact. 

Finalists

QCF 2020 Corporate 
Philanthropist of the Year Award

This award is sponsored by



Suncorp

Suncorp’s philanthropic leadership 
is demonstrated through its strategic 
partnerships that build the capability of 
partner organisations through sustainable 
program development and create long-
term impact for communities. Through its 
strategic partnerships, Suncorp focuses on 
building the social, financial and natural 
hazard resilience of communities.

Having been supporting Queensland 
communities since 1902 Suncorp’s list of 
charitable endeavours is sizeable! Here are 
a few recent achievements to give you an 
idea of the scale of their philanthropy.

• Donated $1million in 2020 to The Smith 
Family ensuring 500 vulnerable young 
people maintained their education 
from home via digital access

• Partnered with Financial Basics 
Foundation in 2016 to improve the 
financial capability of young Australians. 
Over $1million in funds contributed for 
research and financial literacy resources

• Foundation Partner of Youngcare since 
2005. Contributing over $4 million in 
grants to assist 650 families with their 
choice to keep their loved one with high 
care needs out of inappropriate housing

• Partnered with Clontarf Foundation in 
2019 to improve the education, life skills, 
and employment prospects for young 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander men

• Partnered with Multicultural Australia 
since 2018 to improve the social and 
financial wellbeing of refugees in 
Queensland and received the 2019 
Minister’s Choice Award for Outstanding 
Engagement at the Multicultural 
Queensland Awards

• In response to 2019-20 bushfires, made 
cash donations of $200,000 to the 
Foundation for Rural and Regional 
Renewal; $100,000 to the Australia 
Red Cross, and $100,000 to volunteer 
firefighting organisations. Suncorp 
employees personally raised $80,000 
cash which was double matched by 
Suncorp bringing the employees’ 
donation to $240,000. Suncorp introduced 
unlimited paid emergency response 
leave for employees who are members  
of volunteer organisations such as SES 
and CFA to support immediate relief 
and long-term community recovery.

QCF 2020 Corporate Philanthropist of the Year:



Zoe Black

Founder of unique social enterprise 
Happy Paws Happy Hearts Foundation 
a innovative connection model that 
helps rescue animals, aged care and 
veterans to support individuals to receive 
important training, skills development 
opportunities and gain confidence 
so they may go forward with further 
integration in employment and society 
generally.

Lilly Luhrmann

Through jobs lost from shutdowns 
and ineligibility for JobKeeper, 
19,000 international students living in 
Queensland were deemed at risk during 
COVID (Deloitte). Lilly Luhrmann stepped 
up to develop an appeal that has now 
become a $10 million Crisis Assistance 
Fund spread across Queensland 
universities and TAFE international student 
bursaries and a specially designed portal 
where internationals studying VET and 
ELICOS could apply for $500 grants. Lilly 
highlight how international students had 
fallen through the gaps of the Federal 
Government’s COVID-19 response in this 
multimedia campaign and financial 
appeal.

This award is sponsored by

The QCF 2020 Philanthropy Innovation Award will recognise an 
outstanding Queensland individual, family or family foundation 
with a proven record of exceptional innovation within the 
philanthropy sector. The selection is not necessarily based on 
the size of the financial aspect but on the social and long term 
impact that the philanthropist will have in the real world.

Finalists

QCF 2020 Philanthropy 
Innovation Award



Simon Lockyer

Simon Lockyer is co-founder of:

• Youngcare, a dedicated charity 
providing living solutions for young 
people with severe disabilities, and 
offering an alternative to aged care;

• Everyday Hero, a comprehensive 
digital platform enabling charities to 
fund raise;

• Five Good Friends, innovative 
technology connecting people 
 in need of care.

Simon also served on the board of 
directors of the Edmund Rice Foundation 
(2014 - 2018) governing an amazing 
organisation raising vital funds for projects 
in developing countries.

Also serving on the Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry Queensland’s 

board of directors, Simon is involved with 
the strategy, planning direction and 
advocacy of the SME sector across all  
of Queensland.

Simon is a successful entrepreneur whose 
ventures have achieved significant 
outcomes across all aspects of social and 
environmental impact. He has given of his 
time and has made significant personal 
investments. Simon generously offers his 
advice, insights, experiences and networks 
to other aspiring social entrepreneurs 
and has positively impacted the lives of 
hundreds of thousands of individuals in 
Queensland with his boundless energy, 
incredible vision and desire to create 
models that generate sustainable and 
scalable outcomes. 

Simon has nominated YoungCare as his 
charity of choice to receive the $2,000 
donation sponsored by QUT 

The QCF 2020 Philanthropy Innovation Award:



Kathryn Dorante

Kathryn is an inspiration to primary and high 
school students from low-socio economic, 
rural, and Indigenous backgrounds. She 
works to ensure there are support systems 
in place for Indigenous students to feel 
welcome in higher education, to thrive, 
and to succeed in their chosen careers.

Tina Worland

Having had two children born deaf Tina 
has strived to give back financially and in 
kind by raising awareness about the Hear 
and Say Centre. She has volunteered 
working in many roles as a mentor/support 
for newly diagnosed families of children 
with a hearing impairment, lobbied for 
better services and treatment for children 
who are hearing impaired or have special 
needs.

This award is sponsored by

The QCF Emerging Philanthropist of the Year Award honours an innovative, 
emerging philanthropist, team of students or giving circle, whose significant 
early achievements embody the qualities that define philanthropic 
excellence, including outstanding generosity and creativity. This Award is 
not about the biggest cheque, or the largest public profile. The Award will 
recognise an individual, or a group of young people aged 17 – 35 years. 
The successful nominee will have demonstrated creativity in philanthropic 
efforts through leadership, voluntary commitment of time, advocacy, 
financial donations and fundraising. They will be an inspirational role model, 
whose charitable impact is measurable.

Finalists

QCF 2020 Emerging  
Philanthropist of the Year Award



Jack Growden

In 2017, Jack founded LiteHaus 
International, an organisation staffed 
by 45 volunteers from around the world 
digitising dreams and bridging digital 
divides. In Queensland, the impact of 
Jack’s generosity has been perhaps most 
profound, with over 200 students receiving 
access to digital devices since March 2020.

Emerging philanthropy is all about time 
invested, and Jack has put his substantial 
amount of donated time to good use by 
bringing others into his vision for LiteHaus 
International.  

In terms of leadership, Jack has been 
hailed in both Papua New Guinea and 
Australia for his innate ability to inspire 
others and guide a process of exponential 
growth. At just 23 years of age, he leads 
a multinational organisation of his own 
creation.

LiteHaus International is an export which 
North Queensland should be very proud 
of.  In 2020, Jack returned from PNG 
during the escalation of COVID-19 and 
developed the Remote Learning Program 
which aimed to provide marginalised 
students across the region with a digital 
device as schools went online, leaving 
many behind. Within 48 hours of launching 
the program, Jack had to switch off 
his notifications as 1,300 applications 
streamed in. The Remote Learning 
Program has now seen 200 rural, regional 
and remote Queenslanders receive a 
digital device which has empowered 
them to keep learning and many to apply 
for work online. Jack will be taking the 
Remote Learning Program to Cape York 
before the end of the year.

Jack has nominated LiteHaus International 
as his charity of choice to receive the 
$2,000 donation sponsored by QIC 

2020 Emerging Philanthropist of the Year



50-50 Foundation 

A Queensland-based charity that aims 
to transform the Australian fundraising 
landscape. It operates two not-for-
profit fundraising products, Play For 
Purpose and 50-50 Charity Raffle with the 
majority of funds to date going directly 
to Queensland organisations. Since its 
inception the 50-50 Foundation has 
facilitated over 30,000 hours of support 
from volunteers through its corporate and 
not-for-profit volunteering program.

Senex Energy

Senex Energy illustrates philanthropic 
leadership and initiative through its 
community involvement and enthusiasm 
to make a difference in the communities 
in which it operates. Senex donates, 
and encourages partnerships through 
longer-term commitments, embedding 
philanthropy into business-as-usual. Senex 
then communicates the impact of their 
philanthropy, which includes support 
for initiatives that save lives and make a 
difference in the lives of those living in the 
areas in which it operates. This illustrates 
that Senex is delivering on its dedication 
to being a good neighbour, and an active 
member of the community.

The QCF SME Philanthropist of the Year Award recognises a 
small business with less than 200 employees whose grass-roots 
level of charitable support has impacted the local community. 
The successful nominee will have an established record of 
philanthropic support in regional Queensland, a business with  
a holistic approach to philanthropy. Their actions will have had  
a measurable charitable impact.

Finalists

QCF 2020 SME 
Philanthropist of the Year Award



Wolff Coffee Roasters

WCR offers many types of philanthropic 
support. Driven through the CEO, Penny 
remains a proud advocate for the service 
and domestic violence prevention 
through the work of Women’s Legal 
Services Qld (WLSQ). This includes WCR 
being a drop off location for donated 
goods collection for WLSQ, participating 
in an Advisory Board for keynote event 
Dancing CEOs, which in 2020 has so far 
raised over $135,000. 

WCR is a conscious organisation of 
multiple hospitality business’ (Wolff 
College of Coffee, Big Bad Wolff Espresso 
Bar, Dandelion and Driftwood, Queen 
of Pops), WCR partners with Oz Harvest 
to donate excess food goods and all 
student roasted coffee beans from their 
College. These bags of quality, speciality 
roasted coffee and food supplies are then 
distributed to organisations. Furthermore, 
many of WCR events, the funds raised are 
donated directly to a charity nominated 
by the team, such as 2019 Qld Aeropress 
Championships donated to Happy Tails. 

QCF 2020 SME Philanthropist of the Year



Perry Cross

Perry has dedicated his life to helping 
others, raising awareness of spinal injuries 
and creating a movement that has seen 
tens of thousands of people recognise 
and support the need for urgent research 
to cure paralysis. Perry Cross’ impactful 
work aims to facilitate research that will 
one day find a cure for paralysis. A cure 
of this magnitude doesn’t lay in the hands 
of one person, it requires a united and 
multi-faceted model that collectively 
brings world-class leaders from an array 
of professions together – to get the ‘job 
done’. In 2020, Perry was appointed a 
Member of the Order of Australia for 
significant service to people living with a 
spinal cord injury and as a role model for 
the community.

Lilly Luhrmann

Lilly wasted no time in recognising and 
addressing a major social issue at the 
start of COVID-19 and was the driving 
force behind the Study Queensland-
Luhrmann Appeal. The Appeal, launched 
in partnership with GIVIT and the 
Queensland Care Army, sources GoCards, 
blankets, meals and other everyday items 
for international students so they can stay 
focused on their studies. As the pandemic 
continues, her family’s profile will be used 
to engage corporate and public donors 
for ongoing support. The Care Army was 
called up across Brisbane, Gold Coast, 
Sunshine Coast, Townsville and Cairns to 
deliver prepackaged meals and fresh 
food to students.

QCF 2020 Board of Governor’s 
Award for Outstanding Achievement



Tina Worland

Tina has raised awareness for the 
Hear and Say Centre’s work across 
Queensland. She has strived to educate 
her immediate community about hearing 
impairment, to roll out services to make 
accessibility better for hearing impaired 
babies, children and their families. She 
has volunteered as a parent member on 
a panel advising on the inception of a 
new program and service by Queensland 
Health providing diagnostic services and 

case management to any new born 
baby in Queensland hospitals. Tina not 
only has her own business, is raising 
two children with special needs and 
volunteers prolifically, she also lobbies for 
better services and treatment for children 
who are hearing impaired to ensure a 
brighter future for all Queensland kids 
with special needs.



This award is sponsored by

Using the power of photography to reflect philanthropy, Queenslanders 
were challenged to capture a moment of kindness, generosity, 
compassion, thoughtfulness, benevolence or giving. We were thrilled  
to receive a record number of entries in from across the state, shining  
a light on kindness.

2020 QCF Photo Challenge 
#focusonkindness

Photographer: Lauren Watson 
Charity: Delta Therapy Dogs 
Title: “The soft and gentle touch”

Oliver is my 10 year old son who had an 
early diagnosis of ASD. With a great deal 
of support from some very special people 
in the community Oliver has come a very 
long way. Chaotic sensory situations can 
be overwhelming for Oliver, however he 
has learned the skills to seek comfort and 
a sense of ease when supported by his 
treasured companion dog Spanner. He has 

now learned to connect with all animals 
on a very compassionate level, and seeks 
out animals for comfort in his times of 
need. Recently our family inadvertently 
found ourselves in the midst of a loud and 
turbulent political protest. Like a scene from 
a movie we watched on as an agitated 
hulk like police horse silently, amongst the 
riotous crowd, gently approached Oliver 
with focus and determination. The horse 
lowered his head to Oliver as Oliver slowly 
reached the back of his hand to him 
and placed it compassionately below his 
scared eyes. Then silently, in the thick of the 
bedlam, without words, the two showed 
each other that they were both going 
to be OK, and that a gentle and loving 
connection would show an unspeakable 
kindness that no other human in the 
crowded political protest even noticed.

The human animal bond has taught my son 
genuine kindness without expectations.

Finalists



Photographer: Keren Mcsweeney 
Charity: RSPCA 
Title: “Happy friendship”

I took this photo at the Nanango country 
market. I love the kindness shown and the 
friendship of young and old. 
 

Photographer: Helen Commens 
Charity: Drought Angels 
Title: “School care”

Caring starts young, it starts at home 
and should always flow to school and 
throughout every aspect of life – always 
such an important lesson.

Photographer: Jannine McFarlane 
Charity: Youngcare 
Title: “Always look your best”

My mum was diagnosed with a very rare 
ovarian cancer. I got the phone call saying 
that they decided to stop chemo and that 
I should come over from Australia to South 
Africa as soon as I can. At that moment 
I didn’t really know what that meant. I 
arrived at the airport at 6 am in the morning 
to my father waiting for me. We rushed to 
the hospital because I couldn’t wait to see 
my mum. As I went into the room her older 
sister was standing by her combing her 
hair. So that she looks her best when her 
daughter arrives.

In all honesty, I didn’t notice the hair, all I 
noticed was that smile. My aunt would sit 
by my mum every single day massaging her 
feet, painting her toenails, brushing her hair, 
giving her mini facials. “Always look your 
best” she said.



2020 QCF Photo Challenge 
#focusonkindness



Photographer: Anne Murray 
Charity: Indigenous Literary Foundation 
Title: “Wominjeka (Welcome)”

Fred is an aboriginal elder from the Stradbroke 
Island region. He comes from the Quandamooka 
people, a group that live around Moreton Bay 
in Southeastern Queensland. There are three 
distinct tribes, the Nunukul, the Goenpul and the 
Ngugi. They live primarily on Moreton and North 
Stradbroke Islands. Archaeological evidence 
dates occupation by these people back at least 
as far as 21,000 years ago. 

When I wanted to do some photographs about 
kindness I asked Fred if he would agree to be 
photographed as I wanted to show first people 
kindness towards the rest of us. Fred is one of 
the most kind people I have met. I love this 
photograph of Fred where he was laughing at 
something I had said about myself. We spent 
some hours together and he talked about and 
showed me the history of his country, now known 
as Stradbroke Island. When I asked him how he 
felt about Australia becoming multicultural his 
response was that as long as they looked after the 
country he was fine with it.

Fred is a very generous and kind man who as an 
elder cares very much about the wellbeing of 
the young people of his people.

Winner



2020 QCF Philanthropy Awards Judging Panel
Allan English  Chairman, The English Family Foundation

Wesley Enoch  Director of Sydney Festival

Lynda Pollock  Stakeholder Engagement and Social Performance, Anglo American

Wendy Scaife  Director ACPNS QUT

Samay Zhouand  Acting Public Trustee of Queensland and CEO

2020 QCF Photo Challenge Judging Panel
Simon Gaites  Senior Vice President | Head of Client Services, Global Fund Services  
at Northern Trust

Sharyn Ghidella  Channel 7 News anchor, journalist

Michelle Kearney  Head of Investment Operations at QIC

Margo Powell  Executive Director, Advancement at QUT

QCF Philanthropy Awards are made possible by:

Level 5, 66 Eagle St, Brisbane Qld 4000 
GPO Box 450, Brisbane Qld 4001  
T: 07 3360 3854  
E: enquiries@qcf.org.au

   QueenslandCommunityFoundation www.qcf.org.au

https://www.instagram.com/queenslandcommunityfoundation/
https://www.facebook.com/QueenslandCommunityFoundation/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/queensland-community-foundation/



