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A gift that 
keeps giving



The 2020-2021 Annual Review 
provides information about 
Queensland Community 
Foundation (QCF), our trustee, 
sponsors, donors, and supporters. 
It is created as a source of 
information and inspiration 
for Queenslanders wishing  
to create a legacy. 

Included in this annual review, is a 
summarised financial overview offering 
insight into QCF’s investment strategy, 
financial performance, growth, and 
source of funds.

Registered with the Australian Charities 
and Not-for-profits Commission 
(ACNC), QCF is a Public Ancillary Fund 
established solely for the purpose of 
funding deductible gift entities that 
are not ancillary funds. Complying with 
ACNC reporting standards, QCF submits 
an Annual Information Statement (AIS) 
and an annual financial report.

Full financial statements 
are available at  
www.qcf.org.au/ 
resources

QCF has distributed 
over $30 million 
since 1997 across 
Queensland.

https://qcf.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020-21-General-Purpose-Statement-1.pdf


Our vision
To inspire philanthropy in Queensland 

Our mission
To lead, grow and celebrate philanthropy in Queensland 

Our values 
Community

As Queensland’s only state-wide community foundation,  
QCF strives to promote social cohesion now and into the future.

Resourceful

QCF pledges to invest every dollar donated and this means  
the operations of the Foundation are funded through corporate 
sponsorships and relationships. 

Sustainable

Ensuring the growth of the trust through prudent investment  
and active bequest and donor programs.

Secure

The stewardship of the Public Trustee of Queensland provides 
integrity and security.
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QCF hosted 500 people
at Brisbane City Hall for the 2021 
Philanthropy Awards luncheon,  

despite half of Australia’s  
population being in lockdown  

due to the pandemic.

QCF works with donors to achieve 
constructive, long-lasting impact for 
the charities or charitable causes they 
wish to support. All donated funds 
are invested in perpetuity, providing 
long-term benefits, and allows donors 
to grant income to their nominated 
causes. As an umbrella trust, we take 
care of all compliance, due diligence 
and administration measures enabling 
the donor to ‘set and forget’, knowing 
that their donation will continue to 
support Queenslanders long after their 
own lifetime.

Our regional committees assist 
supporting charitable causes on a 
local level throughout Queensland. 
Donations to our regional sub-funds – 
in Toowoomba, the Gold Coast, the 

Sunshine Coast, North Queensland 
and the Gulf allow people and 
organisations to support local charities 
and community causes that directly 
benefit these regions.

Since inception, our fund has generated 
over $30 million in valuable income 
for a wide range of causes including 
domestic violence, mental health, 
homelessness, youth and disability 
services, education, Indigenous support, 
the environment, medical research, 
religion, and animal welfare.

The Foundation’s administration costs 
this year were sponsored by QIC,  
Anglo American and the Public Trustee. 
Please refer to page 37 for trustee  
and investment management fees.

Over 200 
charities received 
QCF payments

About QCF

Top 5 QCF achievements 
for FY 2020-2021:

The Honourable Mike Ahern AO established the Queensland Community Foundation (QCF) 
in 1997 as a perpetual charitable trust. It was set up under a trust deed for the income to 
be applied for the relief of poverty, the advancement of education or religion, or for any 
purpose beneficial to the community.

$113M 
reached in corpus 
managed funds

$30M 
distributed to 
Queensland charities  
since inception

$140,000 
Our largest charitable 
distribution was paid to  
the Cancer Council QLD
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Another year has passed and we are still going strong, albeit 
battling the pandemic. I have been heartened by the resilience of 
Queenslanders during this time, especially knowing that so much good 
work is still being done despite the ongoing challenges. 

Founder and  
Patron's Report

The Honourable 
Mike Ahern AO
FOUNDER AND PATRON

It seems to me that QCF history is full 
of stories of positive people who have 
worked cooperatively to make it the 
bastion of philanthropy which it surely 
is. I really am so proud to have been a 
part of all of this admirable work for our 
state’s many and varied communities. 

Today, I mention two of those people. 
There are many more. 

Firstly, the late Jim Kennedy. Jim was 
one of our founders. As Chairman 
of QIC, he agreed to support us, 
giving QCF the status which has been 
critical to us. He gave generously but 
humbly. Jim has passed away but his 
legacy lives on, spectacularly. I am so 
pleased that QCF has become what it 
is today – a charitable trust valued at 
over $113million, helping thousands of 
Queenslanders in need every year. 

Secondly, the late Professor Pauline 
Hall. Pauline was a researcher into liver 
disease at Royal Brisbane Hospital. 
Many years ago, she came to see me 
with Professor Laurie Powell, giving me 
the sad advice that her melanoma, 

contracted 25 years before, had 
metastasised and she would be 
terminally affected. She wished her 
work to continue, so we arranged with 
Tim Feely of the Public Trustee for a QCF 
‘named charity sub-fund’ to be quickly 
arranged. The ALF (Australian Liver 
Foundation) Pauline Hall Postdoctoral 
Research Fellowship Fund was set up 
with funds of $30,000. 

Just a few weeks ago, another ‘Pauline 
Hall’ post-doctoral Fellow commenced 
work – this year’s fellowship award 
winner is Dr Sahar Keshvari from Mater 
Research. It’s a beautiful story! Pauline’s 
work goes on, directly as a result of 
funding arrangements put in place 
through QCF, all those years ago. 

I’m grateful too for the leadership of 
the Honourable Margaret McMurdo 
AC, who continues to do a wonderful 
job for the Foundation, as does her 
Board of Governors and staff. QCF will 
always be a proud part of Queensland 
infrastructure. Today, we are more 
important than ever.
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Our Foundation’s corpus reached the 
significant milestone of $113 million, a 
fantastic result considering that QCF 
began with start-up funding of $300,000 
in 1997. The best part of this exponential 
growth is that it enables us to help more 
and more Queenslanders in need.

Another significant milestone during the 
year was that our distribution of funds  
to charities since inception reached  
$30 million. More than 200 charities from 
the Gold Coast to the Queensland 
outback and up to the Cape received 
funds from QCF during 2021, thanks  
to our comprehensive grants program 
and our many and varied sub-funds.

The successful launch of Philanthropy 
Week at Parliament House in September  
at a delightful function hosted by the 
Speaker, The Honourable Curtis Pitt MP, 
and the announcement of the winner 
of the Focus on Kindness photography 
challenge were, as always, an annual 
highlight. But the triumph of the year 
came at the end of Philanthropy Week 

when we managed to successfully 
hold the 2021 Philanthropy Awards 
Lunch for 500 people in Brisbane City 
Hall. There were anxious moments as 
we studied the daily COVID numbers 
but everything came together 
magnificently on the day. And all lucky 
enough to be present were touched  
by the magic of QCF, those involved  
in this wonderful organisation, and 
those we help.

QCF’s growing capital, again wisely 
invested by the Public Trustee on advice 
from QIC, and the steady annual 
income stream it produces, uniquely 
positions us to assist Queensland 
charities that may not otherwise receive 
sustainable support. Our flexible options 
and structures ensure that donors can 
direct where their tax-deductible gift 
goes, whether through a named  
sub-fund, location-based giving or  
the QCF General Fund. 

Although 2021 has been kind to QCF, 
we know that many Queenslanders 
have faced ongoing struggles. Mental 
health and domestic violence services 
are stretched beyond capacity. Those 
employed in the arts and in tourism 
and hospitality have faced uncertain 
times. In 2022 we will need to support 
and help our community and one 
another to recover. That’s why the Board 
of Governors has selected ‘Building 
Community Resilience’ as QCF’s 
General Fund grants theme for 2022.

In looking forward, we note that 2022 
will be the 25th anniversary of QCF.  
A quarter of a century of giving is a 
silver anniversary worth celebrating.

Please contact the talented and 
enthusiastic QCF team to learn how 
you can be part of those celebrations 
and join with us to build community 
resilience in Queensland now  
and forever.

Chair's Report

The Honourable  
Margaret McMurdo AC
CHAIR, BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
QUEENSLAND COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Like me you probably eagerly farewelled 2020 in the hope of gentler times in 2021.  
Not to be. The challenges of the pandemic continued and evolved. In a global context,  
our nation, our state and Queensland Community Foundation coped comparatively  
well while navigating an uncertain path through the unchartered waters of COVID-19.  
Indeed, QCF has had much to celebrate this year.
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I am very pleased to acknowledge another successful year for 
Queensland Community Foundation (QCF). This year marks 24 years 
since QCF was established to provide a perpetual income stream to 
Queensland charities, creating lasting change for disadvantaged 
Queenslanders now and into the future.  

The QCF Trust Fund has grown from 
$300,000 in 1997 to more than $113 
million in 2021. This sizeable growth has 
meant that since its establishment, more 
than $30 million has been provided 
to charitable organisations across 
the state. As the Trustee of QCF, the 
Public Trustee has responsibility for 
the administration, investment and 
distribution of the Trust Funds. I am proud 
to report that this year QCF made 
distributions to deserving charitable 
organisations totalling over $1.4 million.

Throughout the year, the Public Trustee’s 
Investments team worked closely with 
QIC to develop a new Investment 
Strategy for QCF. The revised 
investment objective and strategy 
takes a longer-term investment horizon 
that is consistent with the objective of 
maintaining the real value of the Trust’s 
capital over rolling 10-year periods.

Accordingly, a new investment trust 
being the ‘Australian Foundation for 
Charitable Trusts’ (AFCT) was established 
in June 2021 and the Foundation’s 
investments were subsequently 

transitioned from the Public Trustee of 
Queensland Common Fund and the 
Public Trustee of Queensland Growth 
Trust (Growth Trust) into the AFCT on  
10 June 2021.

QCF continues to benefit from generous 
contributions from donors and testators.  
This year it gives me great pleasure to 
advise that gifts to the Public Trustee for 
QCF from Will bequests totalled more 
than $6.8 million with total donations  
of $8.2 million. 

Finally, I would like to take this 
opportunity to acknowledge the 
important contributions of QCF Chair, 
the Honourable Margaret McMurdo  
AC and the outstanding work of the 
QCF Board of Governors and staff.  
I also wish to thank our generous donors 
and sponsors for their ongoing support, 
dedication and commitment to this 
essential Foundation.

This provides more surety around the 
objective of QCF to maintain real 
capital with more focus on income  
to support charitable distributions. 

Trustee's Report

Samay Zhouand
CEO AND PUBLIC TRUSTEE  
OF QUEENSLAND 
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A message from our 
Founding Sponsors

Anglo American was delighted  
to renew its long-standing 
support of QCF as a Founding 
Sponsor in 2021.

Supporting thriving communities in 
the areas where we operate is a key 
priority for us, and a pillar of our global 
Sustainable Mining Plan. Through 
their outstanding grants and social 
investment programs, QCF is helping 
to build better social outcomes across 
Queensland, including in the Central 
Queensland communities where our 
operations are based.

We look forward to continuing to play 
a part in supporting QCF and the work 
they do to inspire philanthropy across 
Queensland, including their annual 
Philanthropy Awards, where we sponsor 
the Community Philanthropist of the 
Year Award. 

The Public Trustee is proud to be 
Trustee and a Founding Sponsor 
of QCF—a relationship that has 
that has been ongoing since 1997.

We view our sponsorship of QCF as 
an important part of our corporate 
and social responsibility and as an 
opportunity to provide philanthropic 
support to the Queensland community. 
Sponsorship allows QCF to meet  
its administration and operations  
costs, meaning more funds to be  
used towards charitable purposes. 

We look forward to continuing our 
support of QCF as the Foundation 
continues to support the needs of 
Queenslanders.

As a Founding Sponsor,  
QIC’s partnership with QCF is 
something we are incredibly 
proud of.

Since 1997, QIC has been committed  
to working alongside QCF to support 
the organisation in fulfilling their vision  
of inspiring Queenslanders to give 
through philanthropy.

QIC provides QCF with both financial 
and in-kind support and this partnership 
is an important part of our commitment 
to corporate social responsibility. A 
number of QIC employees work closely 
with QCF as members of the Board of 
Governors and the QCF Management 
Committee, and our people have 
continued to volunteer their time and 
expertise to assist QCF through pro 
bono advice and support. In a year 
that has challenged so many, the role 
QCF plays in supporting Queenslanders 
has never been more important and 
we are delighted to play a small part 
in helping them to make a difference 
across this great state of ours. 
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Profile and Awareness

QCF raised its profile and 
awareness through numerous 
events in Brisbane, Townsville, 
Toowoomba, the Gold Coast  
and the Sunshine Coast.

Our social media following 
increased significantly on 
Facebook, Instagram and 
LinkedIn with record numbers 
subscribing to our newsletter  
and grant alerts.

Grow General Fund

Total amount held in Trust  
2004/2005: $1,063,455

Total amount held in Trust  

2020/2021: $14,782,032 

Regional Support

Ongoing regional engagement 
through Gold Coast, North 
Queensland, Sunshine Coast and 
Toowoomba Region committees 
and grants program.

Sustainability 
The following activities took 
place to ensure the long-term 
sustainability of QCF:

•	 QCF Investment committee 
established

•	 Commencement of a review 
of Public Trustee fees and 
charges

•	 A review of Philanthropy 
Awards categories took place

•	 A sponsored social impact 
study by Deloitte was 
commissioned

Year in review

Our strategic priorities:
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Our impact by cause area:

31% 
Health & Medical

26% 
CommunityIndigenous

Disability

Education

Environment

Children & Youth

Animals  
& Wildlife

Arts, Culture  
& Religion

12%

3%

3%
8%

10%

4%
3%

$1,487,426  
Charitable 
Distributions

$8,236,929  
Received in 
Donations

6 
New Sub-Funds 

Created

over 200 
Charities 

Supported

34 
Regional 
Grants

15  
Capacity  

Building Grants
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QCF has 242 Sub-Funds  
established for a range of 
charitable purposes:

$113,218,419 
Net Assets

$8,236,929 
Donations

$1,487,426 
Charitable Distributions

How QCF works

Figures as at 30 June 2021 
A full list of QCF Sub-Funds can be found 
on the website at qcf.org.au/resources

Under the trust deed, QCF’s stated 
purpose is that of a perpetual public 
ancillary fund with the objective to 
ensure capital invested in the fund  
is preserved in perpetuity. 

The current legislated minimum 
distribution from a public ancillary  
fund is 4% of the net assets. In general 
terms distributions are intended to be 
drawn from the earnings of the fund.

In making the decision regarding the 
level of distribution each year, the Board 
and Trustee consider the following:

•	 The perpetual nature of the fund

•	 The inflation adjusted value of  
the capital investment of the 
nominal value

•	 The investment and distribution 
strategy

•	 The general investment market 
conditions in Australia

•	 The past, current, and expected 
levels of returns from the fund’s 
investments

•	 The long-term impact on the assets 
of the fund from not reducing the 
distribution rate for a financial year

•	 Distributions are calculated on net 
assets of the previous financial year
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QCF Corpus 

$113,218,419
242 Sub-Funds

Indigenous

Arts, Culture 
& Religion

Children  
& Youth

362 payments

$1,487,426 
over 200 charities

2020-2021 Donations

$8,236,929

Education

Health  
& Medical

Environment

Community

Animals  
& Wildlife

Disability
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$14,782,032 
Net Assets

$363,300 
Donations

$243,385 
Distributions

15 
Grants

$4,998,395 
Total value of General Fund 
Grants from 2005 – 2021

526 
Total number of grants 
over time

Donations to the QCF General 
Fund are invested for general 
charitable purposes, to respond 
to different specific community 
needs each year.

In 2021, the General Fund focused on 
grants aimed to help address issues of 
domestic violence, homelessness, and 
mental health and were overseen by 
a Grants Committee who reviewed 
all applications before presenting 
them to the Board of Governors for 
endorsement.

The Board of Governors remains 
committed to funding these issues, 
particularly in light of the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic. This year, these 
grants enabled a variety of charities 
and organisations to boost their  
ability and capacity to deal with 
increased demand for their services.

General Fund

Scan for more information 
on how to give to the  
General Fund
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Women's Legal Service 
$20,000 Grant

Focus Area:	 Domestic Violence 
Region: 	 South East Queensland 
Project Title:	 Governance Review

Women’s Legal Service Queensland 
has experienced significant growth, 
especially in the past four years, due to 
increased needs for legal assistance by 
women affected by domestic and  
family violence. Demand has snowballed 
most recently because of COVID-19, 
with clients reporting greater frequency 
and severity of violence, as well as 
increased barriers to accessing help.

To help meet demand, Women’s Legal 
Service has also received an 80% boost 
to its government and philanthropic 
funding over the past four years, allowing 
the employment of more solicitors, 
social workers, and support staff.

However, this expansion has reinforced 
the need for the Women's Legal Service 
Management Committee to undertake 
a Governance Review, having 

operated under the same structure 
since 1984 when the organisation was 
founded by volunteers. The review 
will consider whether a move to a 
different governance model is the most 
appropriate next step for Women’s 
Legal Service.

The QCF grant will be used to engage  
the services of an independent 
consulting firm that specialises in 
governance and strategy. The review 
is important to ensure Women’s Legal 
Service’s ongoing sustainability, 
particularly since its sudden growth.

The Women’s Legal Service 
Management Committee also plans to 
identify areas of strength and weakness 
within the organisation, to best ensure 
strong and connected governance 
architecture into the future.

Funding this grant for Women’s Legal 
Service helps this important organisation 
remain true to its purpose while also 
being client-focused and accessible to 
the many women it supports. Without 
this assistance from QCF, it would not 
have been possible for Women’s Legal 
Service to conduct this review without 
diverting essential funds and resources 
from its clients – the women who need 
them most.

To learn more about Women’s Legal 
Service visit: www.wlsq.org.au

“�Our sincere thanks to the QCF Board of Governors and QCF Team 
for supporting this important project. This funding has allowed our 
organisation to focus on our ongoing sustainability to ensure we can 
continue to support more women and their children impacted by 
domestic and family violence in our community. We are truly grateful 
to QCF for their belief in our work”.

  – Melinda Ledwith, Grants & Major Giving Specialist, Women’s Legal Service Qld
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Scan for more information  
on how to give to where 
you live

QCF regional sub-funds provide the 
opportunity for donors who wish to 
support charities and causes in specific 
Queensland communities. A donation 
to one of our regional sub-funds 
provides sustainable income and 
enduring benefits for local charities and 
community groups in those regions.

Regional sub-funds

Katie Rose Cottage Hospice 
$8,200 Grant

Focus Area:	 Health 
Region:	 Sunshine Coast 
Project Title:	 New Hospital Bed

Katie Rose Cottage Hospice is a not-for-profit palliative care 
service located on acreage in the Sunshine Coast hinterland. 
Since opening its doors in 2018, the organisation has cared for 
135 people aged from 36 to 101 and provided much-needed 
support to many more family members and friends.

As demand for the hospice’s services has increased, staff 
recognised the need for better equipment, including new beds 
valued at over $15,000 each. Improved equipment helps to 
reduce challenges for patients and staff during what is already 
a very difficult time.

To learn more about Katie Rose Cottage Hospice visit:  
katierosecottage.org.au

Give where you live

9 
Sub-funds

$11,553,491 
Net Assets

$11,622 
Donations

$267,311 
Distributions

34 
Grants

$3,102,641  
Total value of Regional 
Grants from 2005 – 2021

181 
Total number of Regional 
Grants over time
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Little Dreamers Australia 
$10,000 Grant

Focus Area:	 Mental Health 
Region:	 Gold Coast  
Project Title:	 Young Carers Mentoring Program

It is estimated that 1 in 10 young people grow up caring for  
a family member. Little Dreamers works to improve the quality 
of life of these young carers. The organisation focuses on 
improvements in five key areas; identity, health and wellbeing, 
social connection, education and employment, and financial 
literacy of carers aged between 10 and 18 years of age.

This project matched young carers with volunteer mentors who 
were positive role models, for a period of 10 months. The young 
carers underwent assessments of their initial health and wellbeing 
status, before being matched with a vetted and trained mentor 
who worked with them to identify and achieve goals during the 
program, under the supervision of family support workers.

To learn more about Little Dreamers Australia visit:  
www.littledreamers.org.au

13

https://www.littledreamers.org.au


In Memoriam – Bryan Grehan

Bryan Grehan played an instrumental role in establishing the 
financial structure of QCF in the early years. He worked tirelessly 
on the project with his cousin, the Honourable Mike Ahern 
AO throughout 1997 – together, the pair set up region-based 
community foundations which in turn became the Queensland 
Community Foundation.

Bryan Grehan’s great foresight in helping set up QCF was rewarded 
in 2001 when the Fundraising Institute of Australia named him 
Philanthropist of the Year.

Bryan Grehan worked at the Brisbane Stock Exchange once 
he left school and then moved into financial services at the 
Queensland Trustee. Bryan married Margery Joyce in 1997 and 
ran for the Democrats in the 1977 election in Bowen. Though 
unsuccessful, he went on to hold numerous directorships and 
chairperson positions and was a Fellow of the Australian Institute 
of Company Directors.

In 1993, Bryan established Queensland Submission Services which 
provided help forming partnerships between grant seekers and 
grant makers.

Following a stroke in 1999, Bryan learnt to walk, talk and write 
again and continued to help his local community by volunteering 
for Meals on Wheels.

Bryan Grehan passed away on 17th March 2021 aged 70, with 
his wife and two sons by his side. He has nine grandchildren to 
continue his legacy.



Named sub-funds are a perfect way 
for donors to put a name to their giving. 
There is no cost to set up a sub-fund and 
we take care of all the administration, 
compliance, and reporting. Donors 
work with us each year and put forward 
recommendations regarding the charity 
or charitable cause they wish to support.

Named sub-funds
Create an income stream for a charity, cause or region of your choice

26 
Sub-funds

$9,682,799 
Net Assets

$249,886 
Donations

$119,033 
Distributions

31 
Grants 

Scan for more information  
on how to create a named 
sub-fund

George Higgs

It was with great sadness that QCF reported the end of a generous 
life, well-lived, with the passing of George Higgs in July 2021 at the 
age of 95. Mr. Higgs was a driving force behind QCF with a lifetime 
of philanthropic achievements including over 20 years of giving 
from his own subfund. He was a member of the QCF Board of 
Governors from inception in 1997, until his retirement in 2017 at  
the age of 92. Additionally, Mr. Higgs spent 16 years steering the 
QCF Gold Coast Community Foundation Committee.

An active Lions Clubs International member for over 60 years, 
including fulfilling the role of the organisation’s International 
Director, George set up the Jean and George Higgs sub-fund 
with QCF more than two decades ago. In that time, the couple’s 
generosity has benefited many charities including the Lions Haven 
for the Aged, Lions Hearing Dogs, Lions Eye Health, Australian 
Lions Foundation, War Widows Guild, House with No Steps, Crime 
Stoppers Queensland, and the Lions Medical Research Foundation.

George Higgs was renowned for being proactive, identifying those 
in need and taking action to support them in every way possible  
– whether it be through Meals on Wheels, Christmas morning visits  
to nursing homes or organising fundraisers for disaster victims.

He will be greatly missed but his legacy lives on. 

https://qcf.org.au/giving/create-a-named-sub-fund/


Sub-funds in memoriam

Sub-funds in memoriam serve as a 
legacy, helping donors honour a 
loved one by supporting a charity or 
charitable causes close to their heart.

Create a lasting legacy to honour the memory of someone after their passing

84 
Sub-funds

$39,928,093 
Net Assets

$7,608,077 
Donations

$419,927 
Distributions

161 
Number of  
Distributions 

Scan for more information  
on how to create a sub-fund 
in memoriam

Greg Garrick Foundation

Greg Garrick was a valued employee of Anglo Coal. Following 
his passing in 2005, his company (now known as Anglo American)  
created the Greg Garrick Foundation Sub Fund with a seed 
funding investment of $40,000, in his memory.

That initial investment to establish the sub fund has now grown  
to over  $51,000 and in 2021 earned a distribution of $3,335 for  
its beneficiary.

In 2012, Anglo American chose to distribute that income to 
James Cook University for the purposes of a scholarship. The 
Greg Garrick Rural Nursing Bursary is awarded annually to the 
most promising student studying in the area of Nursing Science, 
Nursing or Midwifery at James Cook University.

The Greg Garrick Foundation has so far donated over $20,000 
towards scholarships aimed at increasing the number of nurses  
in rural areas, positively benefiting communities across rural 
Queensland. 
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Charity sub-funds

With government funding proving 
unreliable from year to year, especially 
during the pandemic, organisations 
across the not-for-profit sector are well 
advised to look at ensuring their income 
stream can be secured and protected 
in the years to come. Endowment funds 
are set to play an ever-increasing role 
in providing a perpetual income stream 
for charities, as well as assisting with 
long-term sustainability. QCF has over 
100 sub-funds specifically established 
to support a variety of charities with 
an added and dependable source of 
income each year.

yourtown – Kids Help Line

QCF is proud to have contributed to funding yourtowns's Kids 
Helpline for over 15 years. Kids Helpline is Australia's only free, 
confidential 24/7 telephone and online counselling service for 
children and young people age 5 to 25.

Since the charity sub-fund’s inception, QCF has given more  
than $750,000 to yourtown, helping it to fund the Kids Helpline 
across Australia.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, yourtown reported a 24% 
increase in the volume of calls to Kids Helpline in the 12 months 
to August 2020 when compared with the same period in 2019. 
CEO of yourtown Tracey Adams confirmed that mental health 
was the most common issue raised by young callers, with nearly 
a third describing it as a concern.

“Young people’s concerns highlight the need for an ongoing 
commitment to improve the mental health of children and 
young people, not only during COVID-19 but also beyond the 
pandemic, so that today’s young people are equipped with the 
information and tools to manage their mental health early on in 
their journey to adulthood,” Ms Adams said.

To learn more about yourtown visit: www.yourtown.com.au

Created to support a particular charitable organisation or cause

122 
Sub-funds

$37,272,004 
Net Assets

$4,044 
Donations

$437,770 
Distributions

121 
Number of  
Distributions 

Scan for more information  
on giving to a charity  
sub-fund
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2020-2021  
General Fund Grants

QCF’s organisational capacity 
building grants assist charities 
to develop their people, skills, 
organisational structures, 
and systems to better deliver 
improved outcomes for the 
Queensland community. 

Typically, capacity building focuses 
on education and training, recruiting, 
maintaining, and recognising volunteers 
as well as updating and developing 
information technology systems 
and governance through strategic 
plans, Constitution reviews or Board 
appraisals. 

The General Fund 2021 grant round 
focused on organisational capacity 
building of mid-tier charitable 
organisations impacted by COVID-19 
particularly in the areas of domestic 
violence and mental health.
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Grant Recipient Project Title Grant Awarded
Grant 

Amount

Bayside Transformations  
Pty Ltd

Wide Bay Burnett

Bayside Transformation - 
Professional Development 
2021-2022

The QCF grant allowed Bayside Transformations 
to better equip the rehabilitation centre staff 
and develop senior leadership. 

 $19,733.00 

Broken to Brilliant Ltd 

Queensland

Building the capacity of 
Broken to Brilliant Volunteers

The QCF grant built capacity and skills 
of volunteers running the Op Shop and 
transformational programs with a particular 
focus on emergency response, program 
design for survivors and stories via podcasting.

 $10,319.00 

Caboolture Community  
Work Cooperative 

Queensland

Creating Cooperative 
Capacities – The 3C project

The QCF grant allowed Caboolture Community 
Work Cooperative to engage consultants and 
social enterprise experts to assist with strategic 
and business planning as the hospitality sector 
recovers from the impact of COVID-19.

 $13,491.00 

Central Queensland Rural 
Health

Central Queensland

Digital Connection  
- Website Redevelopment

The QCF grant allowed Central Queensland 
Rural Health to redevelop their website,  
to help improve engagement with clients, 
health professionals and future funders.

 $19,400.00 

Community Accommodation 
and Support Agency

Mackay, Isaac and 
Whitsunday

Domestic Violence Training The QCF grant funded Domestic Violence 
and Counselling Training for 10 employees 
who support victims of domestic and family 
violence on a daily basis. 

 $9,490.00 

Community Legal Centres 
Queensland 

Queensland

Mental Health and Wellbeing  
Capacity Building for Frontline 
Workers - Fostering best 
practice in community legal 
centres post COVID-19

The QCF grant assisted CLQC in training and 
supporting frontline community legal centre 
workers by fostering best practices in mental 
health and wellbeing post COVID-19 through 
a continuing professional development  
program.

 $15,000.00 

Domestic Violence  
Action Centre (DVAC)
Ipswich, Toowoomba,  
Darling Downs

Intranet and training The QCF grant assisted DVAC to establish an 
intranet site to assist staff in locating resources 
and information and delivered advanced 
cultural training to 15 staff in Toowoomba in 
conjunction with the local Traditional Owners. 

 $19,750.00 

Emmanuel City Mission

South East Queensland

Volunteer Program Capacity 
Building

The QCF grant enabled Emmanuel City Mission 
to build capacity through the development of 
a volunteering program including policies and 
procedures, training, safety and emergency 
protocols. 

 $17,000.00 
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Grant Recipient Project Title Grant Awarded
Grant 

Amount

Port Douglas Community 
Service Network

Far North Queensland

Building a Resilient 
Community Organisation

The QCF grant funded training and an 
external review of bullying and harassment 
policies to better support volunteers. 

 $6,000.00 

PTSD Resurrected

South East Queensland

Reboot Training Program The QCF grant allowed PTSD Resurrected to 
run a dedicated training program for 12 new 
facilitators, thereby expanding the reach and 
effectiveness of the organisation. 

 $12,021.00 

Queensland Indigenous 
Family Violence Legal 
Service (QIFVLS)

Central Queensland

QIFVLS Case Management 
Practice Evaluation

The QCF grant allowed the Queensland 
Indigenous Family Violence Legal Service 
to evaluate the existing Case Management 
Practice and assist in shaping future program 
development. 

 $20,000.00 

Safe Haven Community

South East Queensland

Training Volunteers to  
increase capacity

The QCF grant allowed Safe Haven to provide 
training to raise productivity and increase 
capacity of their volunteers to help women 
and children into safe accommodation in 
times of need. 

 $20,000.00 

The Lady Musgrave Trust

Queensland

Website consolidation and 
redevelopment (for use by 
Homeless Women impacted 
by Domestic Violence)

The QCF grant assisted the improvement of 
the usability of the website for community 
members including how quickly critical 
information can be found. 

 $19,500.00 

Traction for Young  
People Ltd

South East Queensland

TRACTION Capacity Builder The QCF grant allowed the team to undertake 
specialised training in Youth Mental Health First 
Aid, Trauma Informed Practice and Strengths 
Based Mentoring, to allow mentors to further 
support the young people attending the 
organisation's program activities. 

 $20,000.00 

Women's Legal Service 
Queensland

South East Queensland

Women's Legal Service  
Queensland Governance 
Review 

The QCF grant allowed Women’s Legal 
Service Queensland to review its governance 
structure to ensure it is fit for purpose for  
future growth.

 $20,000.00 

20



2020-2021  
Regional 
Grants

QCF’s regional grants program 
supports North Queensland 
(NQCF), Gold Coast (GCCF), 
Sunshine Coast (SCCF), 
Toowoomba Region (TRCF) and 
the Lower Gulf Region – servicing 
the communities of Burke Shire 
Council, Carpentaria Shire 
Council, Doomadgee Aboriginal 
Shire Council and Mornington 
Shire Council.  

Charities and causes that receive 
support have the following 
characteristics:

•	 A one-off project for a  
specific purpose

•	 Demonstrate sustainability  
beyond the funding period

•	 Strengthen the community

•	 Reduce social disadvantage

•	 Help find solutions to community 
problems

•	 Benefit as many people  
as possible
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Gulf United Junior Rugby League Club 
$23,982 Grant

Focus Area: 	 Youth 
Region: 	 Normanton, Gulf 
Project Title: 	 Gulf Muddy’s – Providing opportunities  
	 for youth

The Gulf Muddys junior rugby league team has been a huge 
success since kicking off in Normanton in 2019, and in 2020 
110 children were registered to play. The Gulf United Junior Rugby 
League Committee had hoped to fundraise to keep costs down 
and ensure that all children had the opportunity to play – not 
just those who could afford the registration, uniform kit, boots 
and mouth guards. However, COVID-19 restrictions reduced the 
Committee’s capacity to fundraise.

This project involved the purchase and delivery of new boots for 
every young player, as well as the purchase and installation of a 
secure shipping container office at the sports ground for all clubs 
to use on registration and game days. Gulf Muddy's continues to 
be very successful in engaging youth within the community and 
funding of this project will allow that to continue

To learn more about Gulf United Junior Rugby Club:  
facebook.com/Gulf-United-Rugby-League-Club-347652835893219
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Grant Recipient Project Title Grant Awarded
Grant 

Amount

Ability Enterprises Ltd

Ipswich, Toowoomba,  
Darling Downs & South West

Purchase of Workstations, 
Secateurs and PPE for 
Recycling Medical 
Waste

The TRCF grant supported the purchase of 
workstations, chairs and PPE to support the 
organisation undertaking a Recycling of Medical 
Water project which provided ongoing, sustainable 
employment opportunities for 12 staff.

 $3,400.00 

Adra Community Pantry 
Townsville

North Queensland

Baby and School-age 
Children Needs

The NQCF grant supported the purchase of a 
storage unit and supplies such as nappies, baby 
toiletries and baby formula to be distributed to 
vulnerable families in the local community. 

 $3,000.00 

Bynoe Community 
Advancement Cooperative 
Society Ltd

Lower Gulf

Family & Community 
Engagement Program 

The Gulf Trust grant was used to purchase items for 
the successful delivery of the Family and Community 
Engagement (FaCE) programs. Funds covered the 
costs of client consumables and equipment  
for the kickstart, ABL and Holiday programs.

 $24,007.00 

Child Care Centre  
Parent Committee

Lower Gulf

Sustainability Initiative The Gulf Trust grant was used to support a 
sustainability initiative which was progressing  
towards a paperless operation and would 
encourage and teach children to respect and 
preserve the environment. 

 $10,000.00 

Delta Society Australia Ltd

North Queensland

Delta Therapy Dogs The NQCF grant funded one day of new volunteer 
assessments and one day of training for 9 new Delta 
Therapy Dog volunteers to place them with new 
facilities needing Animal Assisted Intervention as  
part of their therapeutic support for vulnerable 
members of the community. 

 $4,483.00 

Gulf United Junior Rugby 
League Club

Lower Gulf

Gulf Muddys - Providing 
Opportunities  
for Youth

The Gulf Trust grant was used to purchase boots  
for the children and a donga style office for all  
clubs to use on registration days and game days.

 $23,982.00 

Hope For Our Children

Ipswich, Toowoomba,  
Darling Downs & South West

Therapy Dog The TRCF grant supported two Therapy Dogs 
undergoing exposure training as part of a pilot 
program within Queensland to have a therapy dog 
working within local court rooms to provide much 
needed support to children. 

 $3,000.00 

Kanyini Connections Ltd

SEQ - Sunshine Coast

Trauma Informed 
Somatic Yoga & 
Meditation Program 
for Victims of Domestic 
Violence

The SCCF grant allowed Kanyini Connections to 
deliver two 8-week Yoga & Meditation programs, 
supporting a total of 96 women recovering from 
trauma or PTSD.

 $8,371.00 
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Grant Recipient Project Title Grant Awarded
Grant 

Amount

Katie Rose Cottage Hospice

SEQ - Sunshine Coast

New hospital bed The SCCF grant supported the update of 2 hospital / 
hospice beds which would be more comfortable for 
guests allowing a greater range of movement and 
and improve side safety bars.

 $8,200.00 

Kiyua Performing Arts

Ipswich, Toowoomba,  
Darling Downs & South West

Keeping on Kiyua The Toowoomba Region Community Foundation 
grant contributed to securing venues for the Kiyua 
Performing Arts group to meet and maintenance 
of their community bus. This group engages 
disadvantaged young people through dance  
and drama. 

 $3,400.00 

Lifeline Darling Downs

Ipswich, Toowoomba, 
Darling Downs & South West

Winter Shelter 
Toowoomba

The TRCF grant contributed to the purchase of 
equipment (such as stretcher beds and toiletries) 
required to deliver the Winter Shelter project 
supporting people experiencing homeless.

 $5,000.00 

LiteHaus International

North Queensland

Digital Inclusion Program The NQCF grant allowed LiteHaus to extend the  
Digital Inclusion Program to a further 25 high school 
students in Townsville. 

 $3,000.00 

Little Dreamers Australia

SEQ - Gold Coast

Young Carer Mentoring 
Program

The GCCF funding allowed 15 young carers to 
participate in a one on one mentoring program 
over a 10 month period. This program empowers 
Young Carer whilst reducing social isolation and 
strengthening health and wellbeing. 

 $10,000.00 

LJ's Mama's helping  
Mama's Ltd

SEQ - Gold Coast

Cot Safe Program The GCCF grant allowed LJs Mama’s helping 
Mama’s to purchase 30 cots to assist carer families 
safely support new babies and toddlers in their care.

 $5,574.00 

MAMU Health Service  
Limited

North Queensland

Young and Deadly Day The NQCF grant supported a Promotional Fun Day 
targeted to 12-14 year olds with the purpose to 
actively engage disadvantaged youth in the area  
in a positive community activity. 

 $3,000.00 

Miracle Babies Foundation

North Queensland

NICU Survival Packs The NQCF grant allowed Miracle Babies Foundation 
to deliver 75 NICU Survival Packs to support families 
with premature or sick newborn babies at Townsville 
University Hospital's NICU.

 $2,874.00 

Mirndiyan Gununa  
Aboriginal Corporation 

Lower Gulf

Art Centre Paint Up The Gulf Trust grant was used to engage a female 
Lardil artist to paint a new mural on the exterior wall 
of the Paddy Reid Memorial Arts and Crafts Centre.

 $17,500.00 
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Miracle Babies Foundation 
$2,874 Grant

Focus Area:	 Health 
Region:	 North Queensland 
Project Title:	 NICU Survival Packs for parents of babies  
	 born or sick at Townsville Hospital 

The Miracle Babies Foundation supports premature and unwell 
newborns, as well as their families and the hospitals that care for 
them. The Foundation develops and delivers vital programs and 
resources to help reduce the trauma associated with having an 
unwell or premature baby. 

This grant funded 75 Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) Survival 
Packs for the Townsville University Hospital, which cares for over 
800 new babies every year. The packs contain thoughtfully 
created resources aimed at reducing mental health issues in 
families who experience this challenging time with their baby.

To learn more about Miracle Babies Foundation visit:  
www.miraclebabies.org.au
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Grant Recipient Project Title Grant Awarded
Grant 

Amount

No More Fake Smiles

SEQ - Sunshine Coast

No More Fake Smiles' 
Video Project

The SCCF grant allowed No More Fake Smiles  
to produce a video series to be released online  
to assist victims of child abuse. 

 $2,982.00 

Normanton Bowls Club 

Lower Gulf

Solar PV Installation The Gulf Trust grant supported the Normanton Bowls 
Club to install a 10kw solar system on the clubhouse 
which would reduce operational expenses and 
improve the long-term sustainability of the club as  
a valued facility to the Normanton Community

 $16,000.00 

Normanton Swimming Club

Lower Gulf

Event Equipment 
Upgrade

The Gulf Trust grant allowed the swimming club to 
upgrade equipment that is used to effectively run 
carnivals, competitions, and club days, rather than 
the club borrowing equipment from other clubs.

 $14,919.00 

Off The Chain K9 Rescue Qld 

Ipswich, Toowoomba, 
Darling Downs &  
South West

Furry friends on the street The TRCF grant allowed Off the Chain K9 Rescue 
Qld to continue its work providing free vet work 
and supplies to pets of individuals experiencing 
homelessness. 

 $3,500.00 

Pacific Rim Just For Kids Inc 

North Queensland

New Satellite Phone The NQCF grant supported the purchase of a 
satellite phone and antenna for the Just for Kids 
remote service delivery vehicle. This equipment 
would increase volunteer capacity and safety  
when delivering community programs throughout 
regional, rural and remote Queensland.

 $2,206.00 

Queensland Police Citizen 
Youth Welfare Association 

Lower Gulf

Doomadgee School 
Holiday Program

The Gulf Trust grant supported the PCYC Qld to  
offer the young people of Doomadgee a School 
Holiday Program which aimed to encourage 
participants to be physically active and socially 
engaged during the school holiday period.

 $30,000.00 

Queensland Swimming 
Association 

Lower Gulf

Doomadgee Swimming 
Gulf Trust 

The Gulf Trust supported the Queensland Swimming 
Association to continue Doomadgee Community 
Swimming Programs that were interrupted by COVID 
19. These programs included: Elders adult community 
program, deadly kindy swimming, therapy swimming 
program, mums and bubs, deadly swimming.

 $20,000.00 

Rosies Youth Mission Inc

North Queensland

COVID Food Upgrade The NQCF grant allowed Rosie’s to source sterile 
takeaway containers for the meals they provide  
to vulnerable members of the community they 
support three nights a week. 

 $3,000.00 

26



Grant Recipient Project Title Grant Awarded
Grant 

Amount

Sailability Gold Coast Inc

SEQ - Gold Coast

Safety Equipment The GCCF grant funded the replacement and 
updating of important safety equipment and  
systems therefore providing a safer environment  
for all participants.

 $5,000.00 

SevGen Indigenous 
Corporation

SEQ - Sunshine Coast

Deadly Espresso 
Noosaville: Coffee & 
Creative Marketing

The SCCF grant supported SevGen to fit out, furnish 
and equip a space in Noosaville where local artists 
and makers can create marketing assets and 
collateral to promote their products. This supports 
SevGens's core business of igniting cultural and 
creative entrepreneurship.

 $8,200.00 

Smart Pups Assistance Dogs 
for Special Needs Children

SEQ - Sunshine Coast

Puppy Program The SCCF grant contributed to the Smart Pups 
Program which professionally trains puppies 
to master a unique set of skills to provide early 
intervention support and therapy for children  
with special needs. 

 $1,579.00 

SunnyKids Inc

SEQ - Sunshine Coast

Becoming a Queen 
Again 

The SCCF grant supported the printing of 1,000 
'Becoming a Queen again' books, to be distributed 
to women in the community who have have 
suffered any form of abuse.

 $5,000.00 

Surfers Paradise Anglican 
Crisis Care Inc.

SEQ - Gold Coast

Student technology 
assistance scheme

The GCCF grant supported the provision of  
four Lap Tops and 4 Ipads to vulnerable children in  
the community to support their ongoing learning 
and education

 $5,192.00 

The Babes Project

North Queensland

Birth and Baby Packs  
for at risk families

The NQCF grant funded Birth and Baby Packs  
for up to 15 Cairns women, providing with vital 
information, support and supplies to ensure their 
wellbeing and that of their child. 

 $3,000.00 

Toowoomba Hospice

Ipswich, Toowoomba, 
Darling Downs & South West

Kitchen Freezers The TRCF grant assisted in the purchase of two  
new commercial freezers at the Hospice Kitchen to 
further support the safe provision of meals for clients. 

 $4,211.00 

University of Sunshine Coast 
(Beneficiary)

SEQ - Sunshine Coast

Maroochy Achievers 
Award

This grant supported a student who demonstrated 
leadership and commitment to the local community, 
to attend the University of Sunshine Coast.

$1,000.00

Warwick State Emergency 
Service Auspiced by 
Queensland Fire and 
Emergency Services

Ipswich, Toowoomba, 
Darling Downs & South West

CelFI Go Kit and  
Rino GPS

The TRCF grant allowed WSES to purchase CelFi  
Go Kits and Rino GPS to improve communications 
and safety for SES members when operating in 
remote locations.

 $2,730.57 

Never miss out on QCF grant 
information –  sign up to our 
e-newsletter today!
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Celebrating Philanthropy

COVID-19 was an incessant threat 
to QCF 2021 Philanthropy Week. The 
campaign was largely run online, 
building on our message of promoting 
community kindness.

Philanthropy Week was launched on 
Monday 6 September with a cocktail 
reception hosted at Parliament House 

by The Speaker of the House, Curtis 
Pitt MP for 80 guests including the 
nominees, their nominators, sponsors, 
and previous Philanthropists of the Year. 

There were 29 nominations over 
five award categories. To address 
exceptional philanthropy that did not 
necessarily fall into the criteria of our 

existing award categories, the Board of 
Governors’ Outstanding Achievement 
Award was used to recognise a lifelong 
philanthropist whose generosity it was 
felt could not be ignored.  

The 11th Annual QCF Philanthropy Week was a huge success and not only raised awareness 
of philanthropy in Queensland but was also the opportunity to honour community members 
and organisations who make outstanding philanthropic contributions and encourage 
support for charities and community organisations operating across the state. The main 
event was celebrated on Friday 10th September, hosting 500 guests at Brisbane City Hall.

2021 Philanthropy Week highlights:

•	 We welcomed Industry experts to judge the Philanthropy 
Award nominations

•	 Jack Growden, the 2020 QCF Emerging Philanthropist of  
the Year and CEO of LiteHaus International, a 2021 Regional 
Grant Recipient was a roving reporter for the Awards lunch 
and posted video interviews with 2021 nominees

•	 A video message from outgoing 2020 Philanthropist of the 
Year Professor Ian Frazer AC

•	 Performance by Kiyua Performing Arts – a 2021 grant 
recipient based in Toowoomba

•	 69 high quality entries in the Photo Challenge 

•	 All nominees for the Photo Challenge were invited to the 
Philanthropy Week launch event on Monday 6 September



QCF 2021 Community  
Philanthropist of the Year 
Award
sponsored by

Dr Patrick Corrigan 
nominated by  
Bond University

One of Australia’s most  
prolific art collectors, Dr Corrigan has 
shared his passion by donating millions of 
dollars’ worth of artworks to universities 
and galleries over many decades. 
An avid supporter of indigenous art, 
Dr Corrigan has contributed over 650 
artworks to Bond University and helped 
raise over $2.8 million for indigenous 
scholarships through his patronage 
of the Bond Indigenous Gala. He also 
played a major role in the realisation of 
the HOTA gallery on the Gold Coast and 
is a Life Benefactor of the State Library  
of Queensland.

Nominees:

Billy Gibney 
nominated by Hear & Say

Clem Jones Foundation  
nominated by HLB Mann Judd 
Accountants

Gina Rinehart  
nominated by Courtney Talbot

Goodman Family 
nominated by QUT Learning  
Potential Fund

James Frizelle 
nominated by St John’s Crisis Centre

John Davenport  
nominated by Queensland  
Braille Writing Association

Keith and Glenda Drake  
RBWH Foundation

QCF 2021 Emerging 
Philanthropist of the Year 
Award
sponsored by

Damien Thompson 
nominated by QIMR  
Berghofer Medical  
Research Institute

Having survived a bone marrow 
transplant, graft-versus-host disease 
and a double lung transplant, Damien 
Thompson is a passionate and informed 
advocate for those living with chronic 
disease. Now 34, Damien has been an 
active supporter of medical research 
and a campaigner for organ donation 
for over a decade. He has raised an 
estimated $245,000 for QIMR Berghofer, 
the Leukaemia Foundation, the 
Sony You Can Youth Centre, Ronald 
McDonald House, the Australian Red 
Cross and Transplant Australia. In 2019, 
Damien established the Chimera 
Legacy Foundation, designing and 
creating patient-led solutions in 
conjunction with smart technology.

Nominees:

Jeremy Hunt 
nominated by Faculty of  
Medicine, UQ

Max Shearer 
nominated by Children’s Hospital 
Foundation

Pala Leka 
nominated by Tanya Busoli

QCF 2021 Corporate 
Philanthropist of the Year 
Award
sponsored by

McCullough Robertson 
nominated by QUT

A successful national  
law firm with a major office  
in Brisbane, McCullough Robertson 
encourages all its staff to give their 
time and expertise through a variety 
of pro bono programs, which the firm 
values at $1,000,000 per year. They 
have also donated more than $500,000 
for QUT scholarships for indigenous and 
financially disadvantaged students. In 
2020 the firm provided cash support 
of over $200,000 to charities including 
Anglicare, Australian Drought Relief, 
Cystic Fibrosis, Guide Dogs Australia, 
Queensland Legacy and many others.

Nominees:

Anglo American 
nominated by  
RBWH Foundation

Arrow Energy 
nominated by Endeavour Foundation

DISSH 
nominated by Suited to Success

Merlo Coffee Roasters 
nominated by The Prince Charles Hospital 
Foundation / The Common Good

National Transport Insurance 
nominated by MND and Me 
Foundation

Salescorp 360 
nominated by St John’s Crisis Centre

Women and Change 
nominated by Baby Give Back
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QCF SME  
Philanthropist  
of the Year
sponsored by

Loans.com.au 
nominated by QUT

Financial services  
company Loans.com.au  
has donated to a variety of charitable 
groups in the past decade, and this 
year has instigated a new scholarship 
at QUT – the 2021 Female Budding 
Entrepreneur Scholarship. The company 
has also launched its Women, Children 
& Community Program which involves 
supporting organisations including 
the Steve Waugh Foundation, Baby 
Give Back, Darkness to Daylight and 
Share the Dignity. Loans.com.au also 
implements volunteer days for all staff, 
where staff can take a paid volunteer 
day each year to support local charities.

Nominees:

The Cooroy Rag 
nominated by  
Your Community Media

The Hornery Group 
nominated by RBWH Foundation 

Lyndhurst Children First Early  
Learning Centre 
nominated by St John’s Crisis Centre

Wiley 
nominated by RMH Consulting

QCF 2021  
Philanthropy  
Innovation Award 
sponsored by

Tony Sharp 
nominated by YFS

Tony Sharp founded  
Substation33 in 2012, as  
a response to the lack of pathways  
into work for young people in Logan 
as well as the increasing amounts of 
electronic equipment going into landfill. 
When COVID-19 lockdowns began, 
Tony witnessed the digital divide 
affecting students from disadvantaged 
families. Those who didn’t have 
computers or internet access at home 
were at real risk of falling behind, 
so Tony began refurbishing PCs and 
laptops for school students. Since the 
pandemic started, Substation33 has 
built and delivered more than 2,500 
digital devices to children in need in 
the greater Logan area.

Nominees:

Allan and Tessa English 
nominated by The Funding  
Network Australia

Andrew Bills 
nominated by QUT

Full details of recipients can be  
found on our website qcf.org.au

QCF 2021  
Board of Governors  
Award for Outstanding 
Achievement 

Gina Rinehart

The Board of  
Governors’ Award 
periodically recognises 
a contribution to 
philanthropy that is so 
significant, it deserves  
special mention.

Well-known across Australia as a 
‘mining magnate’, Gina Rinehart 
has been an active philanthropic 
champion throughout her life, having 
displayed a lifetime of generosity 
towards countless charitable 
organisations and people in need.

Now Brisbane-based, Mrs Rinehart 
currently supports a very large number 
of medical, educational, health and 
community organisations ranging from  
$6 million for the Royal Flying Doctor 
Service in 2020, to up to $10 million  
every year to the key Olympic sports  
of swimming, rowing and volleyball.  
Since relocating, her donations to 
Queensland-based charities have 
received significant boosts.

There is no limit to the number of causes  
Mrs Rinehart funds, and she is a deserving  
recipient of this very special award.
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This year, online judging was the only 
option during this latest lockdown in 
south east Queensland, so our judging 
panel viewed entries online and met 
over teams to discuss and score the 
entries. Isis Berdella’s photo 'The universal 
language of kindness' was a unanimous 
winner for its composition and evocative 
emotional subject matter.

The Photo Challenge judges also 
nominated four other entries as highly 
commended finalists – ‘It’s Cool to be 
Kind’ by Anne Murray, winner of the 
2020 Photo Challenge, ‘My Sister’s 
Keeper' by Odette Wiggins, ‘The Smell 
of a Horse’ by Helen Comens and 
‘Kindness is Addictive’ by Emily Clarke. 

All of our Finalists work was framed and 
displayed at Parliament House and they 
are now displayed through corporate 
partners across Brisbane. 

QCF 2021 PHOTO CHALLENGE 
JUDGING PANEL:

Colin Bushell, Vice President of the 
Professional Photographers’ Association 
of Queensland

Damian Bell, Executive General 
Manager of Wagner Corporation

Madonna King, Author and journalist

Paul Johnston, General Manager  
of Style Magazine

Wesley Enoch, Indigenous Chair of QUT

QCF Photo Challenge – 
Focus on Kindness

The QCF Photo Challenge uses the power of photography to reflect philanthropy  
in Queensland. It is a popular campaign that enables us to reach the general public 
through social media and digital billboards across the state where we post images 
submitted to inspire kindness.

proudly sponsored by
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QCF 2021 Photo Challenge:  
Focus on Kindness
Using the power of photography to reflect philanthropy, 
Queenslanders were challenged to capture a moment of 
kindness, generosity, compassion, thoughtfulness, benevolence 
or giving. The winning photo was submitted by Isis Berdella who 
elected to support the Couch Wellness Centre in Cairns through 
her winner’s donation.  

Kindness is a universal language
"This photo was taken on the last trip I took to Colombia before 
Covid. I was visiting my grandmother who lives in the countryside 
and doesn’t speak English. My young daughter was very happy 
to visit her, and this photograph captures the moment she asked 
for some water, in English at first and then she tried with a little bit 
of Spanish. My grandmother ran to fetch her some water. It was 
such a moment of understanding, gratitude, and love." 
– Isis Berdella 



The objective of the new investment 
trust is to maintain the the real value of 
the capital over the long term. The QCF 
Trust Fund has grown from $300,000 in 
1997 to more than $113 million in 2021. 

The 2020/2021 Financial Year continued 
to provide unprecedented low cash 
rates in Australia and around the world, 
and with the expectation that cash 
rates will remain low for the foreseeable 
future, it is expected that returns will 
be lower than those experienced 
historically.  

This presents challenges to our 
Charitable Trust, as negative real cash 
rates make it much harder to maintain 
the capital value of an investment 
pool while generating income levels 
necessary to support the philanthropic 
goals of our Charitable Trust. 

Noting these factors, the Public Trustee 
in conjunction with QIC, developed a 
revised investment strategy for funds 
held in trust for our Charitable Trust. 
The analysis undertaken considered 
risk, return and income, given the 
perpetual nature of the Trusts while 
also considering the objective of each 
Trust and the increased needs of the 
beneficiaries.

The new investment strategy was 
implemented in June 2021 by the 
creation of a new investment trust, the 
Australian Foundation for Charitable 
Trusts (AFCT) with all QCF funds invested 
into the new investment trust. The new 
investment strategy for the charities 
and the AFCT have provided a unique 
opportunity for perpetual Charitable 
Trusts and creates financial sustainability 
in an ever-changing economic 
landscape.

The aim of the Australian Foundation for 
Charitable Trusts (AFCT) is to maximise 
income while maintaining the real 
value of the capital over ten-year 
rolling periods. The AFCT will aim to 
maintain the real value of the capital 

invested and to provide for distributions 
of 2.5 percent per annum before fees, 
over rolling ten-year periods, and QIC, 
as the Investment Manager, will work 
to achieve a total return of CPI +2.5 
percent per annum over rolling 
ten-year periods before fees.

The AFCT currently gains exposure 
to the various asset classes and 
investment sectors by investing in the 
QIC Diversified Australian Equities Fund, 
QIC Long Term Diversified Fund and 
QIC Short Term Income Fund.

Liquidity for the AFCT is managed 
with an investment in the range of 
approximately zero to one percent of 
the AFCT’s assets in cash, either in the 
QIC Cash Enhanced Fund or cash at 
bank. The asset allocation strategy of 
the AFCT is managed within the three 
aforementioned QIC Funds, a diversified 
portfolio of assets including Australian 
and international shares, fixed interest, 
property, infrastructure, private equity, 
alternative assets and cash.

Investment Overview

A new investment strategy was implemented in June 2021 by the creation of a new investment 
trust, the Australian Foundation for Charitable Trusts (AFCT) with all QCF funds invested into 
the new investment trust. The new investment strategy for the charities and the AFCT creates 
financial sustainability in an ever-changing economic landscape.

Australian Foundation 
for Charitable Trusts 
(AFCT)

% 
Investment 
Allocation

QIC Diversified 
Australian Equities Fund

50

QIC Long Term 
Diversified Fund

40

QIC Short Term 
Income Fund

10
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The QIC approach to responsible investment 
continues to be driven by the belief that the 
consideration of environmental, social and 
governance factors (ESG) is critical to the 
long-term success of the businesses they 
invest in and can impact outcomes not only 
for investors, and therefore their investment 
portfolios, but for the broader society.

Ultimately, QIC view ESG as a set of risks and 
opportunities which when embedded into their 
thinking, gives them the benefit of long-term insight 
on a wide range of considerations. QIC therefore 
continue to invest the time to understand the key 
ESG issues faced as an investor and apply this 
knowledge in the investment decision making 
process and in developing practical solutions to  
ESG issues across all investment portfolios.

For more information visit: qic.com.au/about-qic/
corporate-information/responsible-investment

Responsible 
Investment

Asset Class Allocation

Equities 40%

Fixed Income and Cash 36%

Property 3%

Infrastructure 3%

Private Equity and Debt 4%

Other Alternatives 14%

Total 100%

Previous Investment Strategy
(Modelled Composition for comparison purposes)

New Strategy (AFCT)
(Modelled Composition for comparison purposes)

Asset Class Allocation

Equities 70%

Fixed Income and Cash 18%

Property 2%

Infrastructure 2%

Private Equity and Debt 2%

Other Alternatives 6%

Total 100%
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Growth Trust vs Objective

20.00%

15.00%

10.00%

5.00%

0.00%

-5.00%

	 June 2017	 June 2018	 June 2019	 June 2020	 June 2021

Rolling 1 Year Return	 5 Year Return (p.a.)	 Objective (CPI + 2.4%)

Investment Performance

The previous investment strategy 
provided a strong base for the transition 
into the new AFCT, with the Public 
Trustee’s Growth Trust showing a 
combined capital and income return 
of 14.63 percent as at May 2021 (year 
to date). For the 2021 financial year, the 
AFCT released the largest distribution 
ever received by the Queensland 
Community Foundation. Although this 
is great news, we need to mindful that 

this was an exceptional year, and the 
aims and objectives of the fund are 
established around a ten-year average 
forecast over time.

For the financial year ended 30 June 
2021 the income distribution from the 
AFCT to the Charitable Trusts was  
5.3 percent. 

The following table displays the 
performance of the Public Trustee 

Growth Fund one, three and five year 
periods ended 31 May 2021, prior to 
transition to the AFCT in June 2021: 

Despite another year dealing with the challenges of COVID-19 and the continuation 
of low interest rates, we have had a positive year for investment markets.

The performance of the Public Trustee Growth Trust to June 2021 and its investment objective is outlined in the table below:

10.55%

7.08%
7.84%

16.40%

-3.64%

4.21%

5.29%

Public Trustee Growth Trust 
Returns - 31 May 2021

FYTD 14.63%

12 months 15.87% p.a.

3 years 5.33% p.a.

5 years 6.52% p.a.
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The Public Trustee receives a Trustee 
Fee in accordance with the Trust 
Deed for acting as trustee of QCF at 
6.6% (GST inclusive) of distribution and 
interest income received by QCF. Fees 
charged for the year ended 30 June 
2021 was $361,476 (2020: $14,317).

The Public Trustee is also responsible for 
managing the investment activities of 
the QCF in accordance with the QCF’s 

investment strategy, including trades in 
the Growth Trust and the AFCT which are 
administered by the Public Trustee. These 
investments activities are conducted 
on the same terms and conditions as 
those entered into by other investors. 
Management fees are charged by the 
Public Trustee to the Growth Trust and 
the AFCT based on the net asset value 
of the holdings and deducted from 

the net asset value. These fees do not 
reflect within expenditure in the QCF 
financial statements. However, a tiered 
management fee rebate based on  
the net asset value of the holdings  
is provided to customers who hold  
more than $100,000 in the Growth  
Trust and reflected as income in the  
QCF financial statements. Under the 
AFCT, management fee rebates do  
not apply.

Details of these management fees  
are set out below:

•	 1.52% for the Growth Trust from 1 July 
2020 to 10 June 2021 was $843,000. 
This fee includes QIC’ Investment 
management fees.

•	 0.79% for the AFCT from 10 June 
to 30 June 2021 was $37,000 (no 
rebates). This fee covers the Public 
Trustee expenses only. All other 
expenses pertaining to the AFCT  
are paid directly by the AFCT.

For 2020/2021 the composite of fees 
payable to the Public Trustee for 
trustee and investment management 
services was approximately $1,241,000 
or 1.20% of funds under management. 
A management fee rebate of $337,023 
was provided to QCF.

Public Trustee of Queensland 
Growth Trust

2021 
($)

2020 
($)

Balance at 1 July 72,975,944 72,748,347

Purchases 4,999,547 3,468,704

Sales (89,775,309) (1,772)

Increase/(Decrease) in fair value 11,799,818 (3,239,335)

Balance at 30 June  
(transitioned to the AFCT Nil Value 2021)

0.00 72,975,944

Public Trustee of Queensland 
Australian Foundation for Charitable 
Trusts

2021 
($)

2020 
($)

Balance at 1 July 0.00 0.00

Purchases 112,031,032 0.00

Sales 0.00 0.00

Increase/(Decrease) in fair value (5,608,641) 0.00

Balance at 30 June 106,422,391 0.00
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Total revenue for the year was 
$26,688,324 (2020: $5,556,809).  
The increase in revenue is mainly 
attributable the favourable investment 
markets and the transition to the new 
investment strategy with the fair value 
gain on sale of assets $11,799,818, 
distribution income of $5,921,428 and 
donations of $8,236,929 as significant 
contributions from the previous year.

After transfers from capital in 
accordance with the terms of the 

Trust Deed Poll which require the 
separate identification of income from 
capital, the total amount available 
for distribution was $6,139,623 (2020: 
$1,664,056) whilst total capital was 
$107,078,796 (2020: $92,323,235).

The Foundation received donations 
of $8,236,929 during the year. (2020: 
$4,472,628) with the bulk of donations 
being sourced from Deceased Estates 
administered by the Public Trustee.

As at 30 June 2021 the real value of 
the capital invested was $108,503,000 
compared to the nominal value of the 
contribution capital of $107,078,796. The 
real value of the Fund has increased 
over the year, following favourable 
investment markets and the transition  
to the new investment strategy.

Financial Performance

After distribution of grants totalling $1,487,426 (2020: $3,041,922),  
profit for the year ended 30 June 2021 was $19,231,128 (2020: $721,147 loss).

2021 Grants 
$1,487,426

2021 Surplus (amount 
available for distribution) 

$6,139,623
2021 Donations 

$8,236,929
2021 Capital 

$107,078,796
2021 Profit 

$19,231,128
2021 Revenue 
$26,688,324

2020 Grants 
$3,041,922

2020 Surplus (amount 
available for distribution) 

$1,664,056

2020 Donations 
$4,472,628

2020 Capital 
$92,323,235

2020 Loss 
-$721,147

2020 Revenue 
$5,556,809
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FYTD Capital Surplus
(amount available 
for distribution)

Total 
Equity

Balance as at 1 July 2020 $92,323,235 $1,664,056 $93,987,291

Balance as at 30 June 2021 $107,078,796 $6,139,623 $113,218,419

Movement $14,755,561 $4,475,567 $19,231,128

Capital: 
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QCF 
TeamQCF

Regional 
Committee

Grant making 
committee

Investment 
committee

Marketing 
committee

Organisational Structure

Tara Castle 
CEO

Rebecca Lawrence 
Events & Marketing

Bronwynn Van Baalen 
Executive Officer 
retired July 2021

Georgie Baker 
Executive Officer  
from September 2021

QIC
PTQ

Trustee 
Public Trustee 
of Queensland

Board of  
Governors

QCF 
Management  

Co. Ltd

Anglo 
American
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Governance

Our Board
The Board of Governors is a voluntary 
board of professionals with expertise 
in identifying community needs. They 
receive no remuneration for their 
services and are not paid out of  
pocket expenses.

The Board meets five times a year  
and their role includes:

•	 Presenting recommendations to the 
Public Trustee on how the income of 
the General Fund is to be distributed

•	 Maintaining high levels of 
accountability to QCF supporters, 
stakeholders, and regulators

•	 Protecting the integrity of the 
Queensland Community Foundation

•	 Developing strategies and guiding 
the direction of QCF

•	 Approving QCF's annual budget

•	 Monitoring the performance of the 
Queensland Community Foundation 
against strategic and financial goals

•	 Supporting fundraising opportunities 
for QCF

•	 Promoting philanthropy

Queensland Community 
Foundation is a public ancillary 
fund formed under a single trust 
Deed and is intended to continue 
in perpetuity.

Our Trustee
Samay Zhouand

CEO and Public Trustee  
of Queensland 
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The Honourable  
Margaret McMurdo AC  
(Chair)

Chair of the Board of Governors (QCF)
Chair of the Board of Legal Aid 
Queensland
Chair of the Queensland Women’s 
Safety and Justice Taskforce
Commissioner, Victorian Royal 
Commission into the Management  
of Police Informants 2018- 2020
President, Court of Appeal, Supreme 
Court of Qld 1998- 2017

Appointed 2017 
Meetings attended: 5

John Aitken

Managing Director, Inspiring Cities 

Appointed 2017 
Meetings attended: 1 
Membership completed: 
November 2020

Andrew Arkell

Head of State Client Relationships, QIC 
Former Chairman of the Cancer 
Council Queensland and Member of 
QUT's School of Accountancy Advisory 
Committee

Appointed 2018  
Meetings attended: 5

Gillian Brown 
(Alternate for  
Damien Frawley)

Consultant Minter Ellison 
Board Member QIC and  
Australian Rail Track

Appointed 2018  
Meetings attended: 3

Professor  
Peter Coaldrake  
AO

Chair, Queensland Performing  
Arts Trust; Commissioner, tertiary 
Education Quality and Standards 
Agency; former Vice-Chancellor  
and President, QUT

Appointed 2017  
Meetings attended: 2

Nina Crawford 

Appointed 2019  
Meetings attended: 3

Alistair Comyn

Head of Finance,  
Corporate, QIC

Appointed 2019  
Meetings attended: 5

Bernard Curran

Partner, BDO

Appointed 2017  
Meetings attended: 4

Dr John de Groot

Special Counsel,  
de Groots Wills and Estate Lawyers; 
Adjunct Professor, TC Beirne School  
of Law, University of Queensland

Appointed 2002 
Meetings attended: 3

 
 
 

 
 
Damien Frawley

Chief Executive Officer, 
QIC

Appointed 2012  
Meetings attended 
by alternate

Melissa Impiazzi

Consultant, QUT Bluebox ImaQt 
Investing Taskforce; former Portfolio  
GM – QIC Global Real Estate, 
Queensland Advisory Committee  
Social Ventures Australia

Appointed 2018  
Meetings attended: 2 
Membership completed:  
March 2021

Dr Margaret Steinberg AM

Former Commissioner CMC;  
current tribunal and Board member

Appointed 1997  
Meetings attended: 5

Courtney Talbot

Appointed 2021 
Meetings attended: 2
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Board Committees

Purpose: The role of the regional 
committee is to promote QCF and 
philanthropy within the regions. The 
committees will aim to encourage 
applications by and consider grants 
to local charities, organisations and 
recommend to the Public trustee 
through the QCF Board of Governors 
the recipients of those grants. The 
Committee will aim to encourage 
donations and bequests to the 
Regional sub fund and support  
local fundraising for the Regional  
sub fund.

Marketing Committee

Purpose: To provide strategic advice 
regarding marketing, branding,

Members: Nina Crawford,  
The Honourable Margaret McMurdo AC, 
Courtney Talbot

Grants Committee

Purpose: To identify an annual  
granting focus for Board consideration, 
meet and review applications for 
recommendation to the Board

Members: Alistair Comyn (Chair), 
Bernard Curran, The Honourable 
Margaret McMurdo AC,  
Margaret Steinberg AM

Investment Committee

Purpose: To provide advice on 
investment strategies, performance, 
risk and fees of the funds of QCF

Members: Bernard Curran (Chair),  
The Honourable Margaret McMurdo AC, 
Courtney Talbot, Craig Dean,  
Melissa Impiazzi (until June 2021)

Gold Coast Committee

Members: Peter Emery (Chair),  
Christine Lohman, Lindsay Wallace,  
Rolf Moses, Andrew Saunders,  
Nash Te'Ua, Col Myers (until May 2021), 
Angela Harry (until September 2020), 
Richard Attwood (until August 2020)

Sunshine Coast Committee

Members: Caroline Osborne (Chair), 
Geoff Crockett, John Robertson,  
Marian Hall, Tabetha Hilliard, David Law, 
Lisa Harris (until March 2021)

Toowoomba Committee

Members: Joy Mingay (Chair),  
Neil Wagner, Kym Briese,  
Keith MacKenzie, Geoff McDonald, 
Claire Torkington, Michelle Vichie 

North Queensland

Members: Stephanie Beck,  
Steve Price (until April 2021),  
Lewis Ramsay (until March 2021),  
Lucia Taylor (until March 2021)

Regional Committees
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QCF Management Co. Ltd, a public 
company limited by guarantee, 
manages financial and other 
contributions. It is governed by 
a separate Board of Directors 
appointed by the founding sponsors, 
in their capacities as members of the 
Company, and with allowance for the 
appointment of some independent 
directors bringing relevant skills. 

The Management Co is responsible 
for day-to-day operational costs 
associated with the administration 
of the Trust. It is also responsible 
for the employment of three part-
time staff members, who fulfil the 
roles of sponsorship, marketing, 
communications, grant making and 
other day-to-day operations.

Sponsors also contribute significant 
in-kind support which includes and 
is not limited to office space, access 
to meeting rooms, office equipment, 
technology, accounting, and  
legal advice.

This sponsorship ensures no 
administration costs are levied  
against donations. 

Alistair Comyn (Chair) 
Head of Finance, Corporate, QIC 
Appointed 2019

Katrina Shaw 
Head of Corporate Performance  
and Communications, QIC 
Appointed 2020

Amanda McDougall 
Executive Director Client Experience 
The Public Trustee 
Appointed 2018 
Membership completed July 2021

The Honourable Margaret McMurdo AC 
Chair of the Board of Governors (QCF) 
Chair of the Board of Legal Aid 
Queensland 
Chair of the Queensland Women’s 
Safety and Justice Taskforce 
Commissioner, Victorian Royal 
Commission into the Management  
of Police Informants 2018- 2020 
President, Court of Appeal, Supreme 
Court of Qld 1998- 2017 
Appointed 2017 
Meetings attended: 5

Craig Dean 
Director of Financial Services Customer,  
Public Trustee of Queensland 
Appointed 2021

Tara Castle 
Chief Executive Officer

Rebecca Lawrence 
Events and Marketing Manager

Bronwynn van Baalen 
Executive Officer until July 2021

Georgie Baker 
Executive Officer from September 2021 

QCF Management Co. Ltd

QCF Team Board of Directors
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Recognising the Givers

QCF gratefully acknowledges those who donated to the Queensland Community 
Foundation and those who left gifts in their wills in support of our commitment to 
providing a lasting legacy for Queensland communities

With thanks to our 
Corporate Supporters

Founding Sponsors

Philanthropy Week Major Partners and Media Partners

•	 Courtney Talbot

•	 Estate of Barbara M Ryan  
and Eva M Ryan

•	 Elizabeth Claire Gilleran

•	 Estate of Dennis Boundy

•	 Estate of Dorothy Farmer

•	 Grand Central 

•	 Estate of Idske Hoeboer

•	 Estate of Janine Hamilton

•	 Estate of Joan Newbound

•	 Estate of Joseph Reading

•	 Estate of Joy Edwards

•	 Estate of Judith Dempster

•	 Estate of June Fergus

•	 Estate of Leslie Counsell

•	 Estate of Maurice Cocks

•	 Estate of Norma Clark

•	 Estate of Patricia Brown

•	 Estate of Ralph Sheehy

•	 Estate of Ronald Head

•	 Estate of Thomas Gray

•	 Estate of William Matthes

•	 Ian Brusasco

•	 Lachlan Rich

•	 LawRight

•	 Longreach Town Band

•	 Malcolm and Halina Duce

•	 QIC

•	 The Honourable  
Margaret McMurdo AC
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To learn more, donate or bequest,  
please contact QCF:
07 3360 3854 
enquiries@qcf.org.au

Level 5, 66 Eagle Street 
Brisbane Qld 4000 

qcf.org.au 

  @queenslandcommunityfoundation

https://qcf.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/QueenslandCommunityFoundation/
https://www.instagram.com/queenslandcommunityfoundation/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/queensland-community-foundation/?originalSubdomain=au
https://www.instagram.com/queenslandcommunityfoundation/?hl=en



