










Identifying a need for a model 
for philanthropy that would last 
for all time, the Honourable Mike 
Ahern AO established Queensland 
Community Foundation (QCF) in 
1997 as a perpetual charitable 
trust. 

It was set up under a trust deed for 
the income to be applied for the 
relief of poverty, the advancement 
of education or religion, or for any 
purpose beneþcial to the community.

QCF aspires to lead and inspire 
philanthropy across generations of 
Queenslanders, now and into the 
future. This is at the heart of what  
we do.

We support charities to remain resilient 
and sustainable by investing donations, 
and making distributions and grants, 
creating a ripple effect of positive 
impact in Queensland communities.

We work with donors to achieve 
constructive, long-lasting impacts for 
the charities or charitable causes they 
wish to support. All donated funds 
are invested in perpetuity, providing 
long-term beneþts, and allowing donors 
to grant income to their nominated 

causes. As an umbrella trust, we take 
care of all compliance, due diligence 
and administration measures enabling 
the donor to ‘set and forget’, knowing 
that their donation will continue to  
support Queenslanders into the future, 
long after their own lifetime and beyond.

Our regional committees assist by 
further supporting charitable causes on 
a local level throughout Queensland. 
Donations to our regional Sub-Funds 
– in Toowoomba, the Gold Coast, the 
Sunshine Coast, Northern Queensland, 
and the Gulf – allow people and 
organisations to support charities and 
community causes that directly beneþt 
these regions.

Since inception, our fund has generated 
over $34.6 million in valuable income 
for a wide range of causes including 
domestic violence, mental health, 
homelessness, youth and disability 
services, education, indigenous 
support, the environment, medical 
research, religion, and animal welfare.

The Foundation’s administration costs 
this year were sponsored by QIC, Anglo 
American and The Public Trustee. The 
trustee and investment management 
fees in 2021 amounted to 0.96% of 
funds under management.

Top 5 QCF achievements 
for FY 2021-2022:

$107 million  
in managed funds reached 
in QCF corpus

$34.6 million  
reached in QCF charitable 
distributions and grants paid  
out since inception

Over $4.5 million  
was distributed to charitable 
organisations – the largest in 
QCF history

Establishment 
of the Bayside Community 
Foundation Sub-Fund, Deadly 
Choices Sub-Fund and 
Queensland Environment Fund

500+ charities 
supported by QCF to date 
across Queensland

About QCF

2022  
Philanthropy  

Week
 engaged over 1,000  

 
inspiring events 
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Queensland community, we have 
seen compassion, resilience, 
and hope at the forefront as we 
continue to stand together in the 
face of challenges. I am proud 
that QCF plays an impactful 
role by inspiring philanthropy 
and distributing funds to 
over 200 charities supporting 
Queenslanders in need. 

In 1989, I was given a real opportunity. 
As Treasurer of Queensland, I was tasked 
with presenting the Queensland Budget 
for the year. After a lot of thought and 
careful consideration, I decided there 
needed to be a substantial emphasis on 
technology to take us forward into the 
future, with medical advancements key 
in my mind.

The major initiative of the 1989 
budget was a tax on tobacco, the 
revenue from which commenced a 
rebuild of the “Queensland Institute 
of Medical Research”, now known 
as QIMR Berghofer. Today, there are 
almost 1,000 people working at QIMR 
Berghofer and it’s recognised as one 
of Australia’s most successful medical 
research institutes. 

So, how does this relate to QCF? 
Close to 30% of QCF’s philanthropic 
benefactors donate to medical 
research. Medical research is part of 
the core business of Queensland and 
QIMR Berghofer has a signiþcant role 
in the future going forward. Medical 
research is a critical sector of our 
state’s future and various QCF trusts 
have an exciting and growing role to 
play in many ways.  

The various epidemics we continue 
to see (like COVID-19 and HIV/AIDS) 
present us with a big problem as well 
as a signiþcant opportunity. Those 
microbes are not disappearing any 
time soon. Thirty-six million people have 
so far died of HIV/AIDS worldwide.

QCF has an important job to do for  
us and our future generations, and  
we have a critical role to play in our 
“tech powered, human driven future”. 

I thank our Chair, the Honourable 
Margaret McMurdo AC, the Board 
of Governors and staff for their 
outstanding contributions. It is an 
exciting and important time for QCF  
to play such a vital role for our State. 
I wish all of you the very best for the 
future.

Founder and  
Patron’s Report 

The Honourable 
Mike Ahern AO 
Founder and Patron
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As a founding sponsor, Anglo 
American is delighted to be 
a long-standing supporter 
of Queensland Community 
Foundation (QCF).

Supporting thriving communities in 
the areas where we operate is a key 
priority for us, and a pillar of our global 
Sustainable Mining Plan. Through 
their outstanding grants and social 
investment programs, QCF is helping 
to build better social outcomes across 
Queensland, including in the Central 
Queensland communities where our 
operations are based.

We look forward to continuing to play 
a part in assisting QCF and the work 
they do to inspire philanthropy across 
Queensland, including their annual 
Philanthropy Awards, where we sponsor 
the Community Philanthropist of the 
Year Award.

This year marks the 25th 
anniversary of Queensland 
Community Foundation and 
25 years of the Foundation’s 
partnership with QIC. 

As a founding sponsor of QCF, this long-
standing partnership is one that is built 
on collaboration and trust. 

Since 1997, QIC and QCF have 
worked together to help create 
real and meaningful impacts across 
communities in Queensland - impacts 
in areas where it matters most. There 
is no doubt that 2021-22 has not been 
without its challenges for so many, 
with the ongoing impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and a series of 
natural disasters throughout the year. 
However, it is against this landscape 
that the role QCF plays in supporting 
Queenslanders in need has never been 
more important. It is in times like these 
that the resilience and generosity of 
Queenslanders shines. 

QIC is incredibly proud of our 
partnership with QCF and our 
continued support of the Foundation 
in fulþlling its mission to lead, grow and 
celebrate philanthropy in Queensland. 
Over the past year, QIC has provided 
QCF with both in-kind and þnancial 
support, and we were delighted to 
play an active role across many of 
the Foundation’s key campaigns 
and celebrations. We would like to 
congratulate QCF as it celebrates a 
milestone anniversary this year and we 
look forward to continuing our support 
in the year ahead. 

The Public Trustee is proud 
to have been the trustee and 
sponsor of QCF since 1997.

We view our sponsorship of QCF as 
an important part of our corporate 
and social responsibility, and as an 
opportunity to provide philanthropic 
support to the Queensland community. 
Sponsorship allows QCF to meet its 
administration and operation costs, 
meaning more funds to be used for 
charitable purposes. 

We look forward to continuing our 
support of QCF as the Foundation 
continues to support the needs of 
Queenslanders.

A Message from Our Sponsors
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QCF has a General Fund and  
252 Sub-Funds established for  
a range of charitable purposes:

Net Assets
$107,944,181

Donations
$6,430,656

Charitable Distributions
$4,541,957

Under the trust deed, QCF’s stated 
purpose is that of a perpetual public 
ancillary fund with an objective to 
ensure capital invested in the fund is 
preserved in perpetuity. 

The current legislated minimum 
distribution from a public ancillary fund 
is 4% of the net assets. In general terms, 
distributions are intended to be drawn 
from the earnings of the fund.

In making the decision regarding 
the level of distribution each year, 
the Board and Trustee consider the 
following:

•	 The perpetual nature of the fund

•	 The investment and distribution 
strategy

•	 The general investment market 
conditions in Australia

•	 The past, current, and expected 
levels of returns from the fund’s 
investments

•	 The long-term impact on the assets 
of the fund from not reducing the 
distribution rate for a þnancial year

•	 Distributions are calculated on net 
assets of the previous þnancial year

How QCF Works

Figures as at 30 June 2022. 
A full list of QCF Sub-Funds 
can be found on the website 
at qcf.org.au/resources
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QCF Corpus 

$107,944,181
252 Sub-Funds

362 payments

$4,541,957 
over 230 charities

2021-2022 Donations

$6,430,656

IndigenousArts, 
Culture & 
Religion

Children  
& Youth

EducationHealth  
& Medical

Environment Community Animals  
& Wildlife

Disability

13







The Mini Farm Project has a vision to 
reduce food insecurity in Queensland 
by creating a network of urban and 
peri-urban farms to grow food for those 
in need from the New South Wales 
border all the way to Cairns. 

With a current site of half an acre in 
Samford, this organisation provides 
20kg – 50kg of fresh produce free of 
charge to Meals on Wheels in Moreton 
Bay, and new sites are planned for 
three other locations in the Brisbane 
and Sunshine Coast regions.

The impact of their work includes 
growing food for those in need, 
employing members of the community 
who are experiencing long-term 
unemployment to work under the 
guidance of qualiþed farmers, 
and creating valuable learning 

experiences for school-aged students 
and volunteers. It also provides the 
opportunity for members of the 
community to tour the farms. 

In 2022, QCF supported the Mini Farm 
Project with a grant to upgrade their 
IT system, allowing them to streamline 
work processes, improve reporting, 

and facilitate better access to 
organisational data. The most important 
outcome of this IT refresh is the capacity 
it gives The Mini Farm Project to deliver 
a better service to the communities 
where the farms are located.

To þnd out more about The Mini Farm 
Project visit: mfp.org.au

"�As we at The Mini Farm work hard to create a network of 
charity farms to resolve food insecurity in Queensland, we 
desperately needed the support of a good cloud-based 
data management system for all our future farms and teams. 
We are so grateful for our recent QCF grant which will help  
us start the process to scale to cloud management and 
provide some of the essential equipment needed."

  – Nick Steiner, Founder & CEO, The Mini Farm Project

“Improve Remote Access  
to Central Files” 

Recipient:	 The Mini Farm Project 
Region:	 Brisbane & Surrounds 
Focus Area:	 Environment/ 
	 Community 
Grant:	 $6,320.16

Case study
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Recipient:	 Lox & Co. 
Region:	 The Gulf 
Focus Area: 	Youth 
Grant: 	 $30,000

Lox & Co.’s vision is to establish a hair 
and beauty mentoring and training 
program that focuses on increasing the 
skills and employment opportunities 
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Peoples by decreasing the barriers 
associated with socioeconomic 
circumstances. 

Lox & Co.’s Hair and Beauty Program 
aims to provide a culturally safe, 
fun, and interactive space to share 
knowledge and practice skills related 
to the hair and beauty industry for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Peoples from the Gulf area. The 
mentoring and training incentives 
create employment opportunities 
which increase productivity and 
autonomy for local First Nations  
Peoples in the workforce locally  
and regionally. 

A grant from the Gulf Area Community 
Social Development Trust enabled 
women from the area to participate 
in a program that promotes self-
determination and empowerment 
with positive role modelling from strong 
indigenous entrepreneurs and leaders, 
guiding participants towards personal 
and professional success by gaining 
knowledge and awareness through 
group work and upskilling. 

“Young Ladies Career Step”

“Boss Budarri  
  Barbe”

Recipient:	 Ballaman Wellness 
Region:	 The Gulf 
Focus Area: 	 Youth & Men 
Grant: 	 $30,000 

Balaman Wellness provides support for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders in 
the Gulf region to empower them to 
make meaningful contributions to their 
family, community, and culture with 
training and health knowledge.

The Boss Budarri Barber program is a 
male barbering training and hygiene 
service program that educates 
participants on general hygiene 
and promotes healthy lifestyles and 
awareness of preventable diseases. 

By providing basic skills, equipment 
and training, this program creates 
employment opportunities and 
mentoring to empower young men 
and youth within the community.

A grant from the Gulf Area Community 
Social Development Trust helped 
facilitate a group of young men from 
across the region to participate in the 
Boss Budarri Barber program. 

Case Study:

Case Study:

22





In 1995, Foodbank Queensland was 
founded by Clem Jones AO, Ian 
Brusasco AO, AM and David Muir AM 
to address the critical food relief needs 
affecting Queenslanders. Foodbank 
Queensland quickly scaled up to 
achieve signiþcant volumes by working 
closely with fruit and vegetable farmers 
in the state.

On 11 June 2012, Ian Brusasco AO, AM 
was named an Ofþcer of the Order of 
Australia (AO) for “distinguished service 
to the community of Queensland 
through leadership roles with a range 
of public administration, sporting and 
charitable organisations, particularly 
Foodbank Queensland.”

Ian and Clem had a long history of 
working together on the Brisbane City 
Council when Clem was mayor and 
Ian served as an alderman. They also 

worked together to secure the þnancial 
future of the Labor Party in Queensland 
with Ian managing the formerly Labor-
owned radio station 4KQ and Clem 
providing þnancial support prior to a 
proþtable sale of the station.

Ian and his wife, Patsy established a 
successful pharmacy business together 
and made a great team with both 
being involved in charitable and 
philanthropic work.

Ian was a veteran board director and 
served on various boards including the 
Port of Gladstone and Soccer Australia. 
The last board position that Ian gave 
up was his Foodbank Queensland 
board position. He often said that his 
Foodbank Queensland board position 
gave him the most satisfaction and 
was closest to his heart.

Ian had great empathy for people 
in need. He would speak of his 
experience as a child coming from 
very modest circumstances. He used to 
tell a story about a child who lined up 
for extra food in our school breakfast 
program with the child’s explanation 
being that he wanted to take extra 
food home for his younger toddler 
brother who was also hungry.

Ian instigated the Queensland 
Community Foundation Foodbank 
Queensland Sub-Fund as he wanted 
to help secure the future of the 
organisation. This initiative has created 
an extra income ÿow for Foodbank 
Queensland.

A named Sub-Fund allows you to 
create an income stream for a 
charity, cause or region of your 
choice. Named Sub-Funds are a 
perfect way for donors to put a 
name to their giving. There is no 
cost to set up a Sub-Fund and QCF 
take care of all the administration, 
compliance, and reporting. Donors 
can work with QCF each year and 
put forward recommendations 
regarding the charity or charitable 
cause they wish to support.

Number of Sub-Funds
29

Net Assets
$10,312,148

Donations
$336,274

Distributions
$196,536

Number of Distributions
43

Named Sub-Funds
Create an ongoing stream of income  
for the charitable cause of your choice

Scan for more 
information on how  
to create a Named 
Sub-Fund.

Ian Brusasco AO AM 
Foodbank Queensland 
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QCF 2022 Environmental 
Philanthropist of the Year

Steve Irwin and the 
Australia Zoo Wildlife 
Warriors
“With the Steve Irwin Wildlife Reserve, 
we are now protecting over 450,000 
acres of precious habitat throughout 
Queensland. From arid regions in 
the Brigalow Belt to prime eucalypt 
bushland on the Great Dividing 
Range, these conservation properties 
are giving rare species such as the 
palm cockatoo, woma python and 
koala, a real chance at ÿourishing. This 
beautiful part of the world was one of 
Steve’s favourite places because of 
its abundance of crocodiles. Australia 
Zoo and the Australia Zoo Wildlife 
Hospital continue to inspire guests from 
around the world to discover Steve’s 
conservation stories and be a part of 
what he created to make change in 
the world.” – Dr Craig Franklin, Professor 
in Biological Sciences, University of 
Queensland

QCF 2022 Board of Governors 
Award for Outstanding 
Achievement 

Betty Byrne  
Henderson AM
“Beyond her impact on higher 
education, Betty has worked tirelessly 
to improve many QLD communities, 
particularly in women’s health. Betty’s 
particular concern for the welfare of 
women in remote areas led to the 
introduction of travelling mammography 
buses to service the needs of women 
in outback areas. Her focus on 
Aboriginal health issues supported the 
development of the midwife system in 
Aboriginal communities. The Betty Byrne 
Henderson Women’s Health Research 
Centre at the RBWH aims to protect 
Australian women against suffering an 
unnecessary diminished quality of life 
in their later years.” – Margo Powell, 
Queensland University of Technology 
(QUT) 

  

sponsored by

Nominees:
–	 Ash Barty

–	 John Rea

Scan for full details  
of our recipients, or visit  
qcf.org.au

QCF Philanthropy Awards 

–	 Associate Professor Wendy Scaife, 
FFIA, FPRIA

–	 Lynda Pollock  
Social Performance Manager,  
Anglo American

–	 Samay Zhouand  
Public Trustee of Queensland  
and CEO

–	 Andrew Niven Indigenous 
Partnerships Manager, QIC

–	 John Goodman  
Director Moreton Bay Foundation

–	 Nina Schrinner  
Lady Mayoress and Chair of the 
Lord Mayor’s Charitable Trust

–	 Perry Cross AM  
CEO and Founder of the Perry 
Cross Spinal Research Foundation 

QCF Photo Challenge

–	 Emily Jade O’Keefe  
Radio Presenter

–	 Colin Bushell  
VP Professional Photographers 
Association of Queensland

–	 Andrew Baker  
Managing Partner Perpetual

–	 John Greig  
Managing Partner Deloitte 
Queensland

–	 Gillian Brown  
Director QIC and QCF Board  
of Governors member

With thanks to  
our 2022 Judging 
Panels:
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Financial Performance

After distribution of  
grants totaling $4,541,957  
(2021: $1,487,426),  
loss for the year ended  
30 June 2022 was $5,274,238 

Total revenue for the year was 
$11,734,383 (2021: $26,688,324). The 
decrease  of revenue is attributed to 
the transition to the new investment 
strategy in 2021 where signiþcant fair 
value gain on the sale of assets was 
generated.  Despite unfavorable 
investment markets we have seen the 
AFCT produce stable income returns 
which is the cornerstone of the design 
of the fund (ie provide consistent 

income returns) and the transition 
to the new investment strategy with 
the fair value gain on sale of assets 
$11,799,818, distribution income of 
$3,996,135 and donations of cash 
$4,884,852 and equity of $1,545,804, 
totaling $6,430,656 .

After transfers from capital in 
accordance with the terms of the 
Trust Deed Poll which require the 
separate identiþcation of income from 
capital, the total amount available 
for distribution was $5,857,543 (2021: 
$6,139,623) whilst total capital was 
$102,086,638 (2021: $107,078,796). 
The reduction in capital was directly 
related to the unfavorable investment 
market movement at the end of the 
þnancial year.

The Foundation received donations 
of $6,430,656 during the year. (2021: 
$8,236,929) with the bulk of donations 
being sourced from Deceased Estates 
administered by the Public Trustee.

As at 30 June 2022 the real value of 
the capital invested was $121,600,911 
compared to the nominal value of the 
contribution capital of $102,086,638. 
The real value of the Fund has 
decreased  over the year, following 
unfavorable investment markets.

$4,541,957
2022 Grants

$1,487,426
2021 Grants

-$5,274,238
2022 Loss

$19,231,128
2021 Proþt

$5,857,543
2022 Surplus*

$6,139,623
2021 Surplus*

$11,734,383
2022 Revenue

$26,688,324
2021 Revenue

$6,430,656
2022 Donations

$8,236,929
2021 Donations

$102,086,638
2022 Capital

$107,078,796
2021 Capital

*amount available for distribution
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FYTD Capital
Surplus 

(amount available 
for distribution)

Total Equity

Balance as at 1 July 2021 $107,078,796 $6,139,623 $113,218,419 

Balance as at 30 June 2022 $102,086,638 $5,857,543 $107,944,181 

Movement -$4,992,158 -$282,080 -$5,274,238 

Capital: 
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